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memwmmm SECTION 1 INTRODUGTION _' SECTION 1 INTRODUCTION Therlmminal‘mmaj
1. SAFE DRIVING 3. THE LEARNING PROCESS
a. Acquiring skills in wehicle handling will merely make you a good a. The rate of learning |s different for each individual. It is best to
driver. This is not enough. It is essential for you fo become a lake lessons from gualified and competent instructors who rely on a
Safe Driver. The freedom to drive comes with responsibilities and structured and systematic method to suit each individual’s learning
obligations. You must exercise patience, courtesy and consideration pace.
for other road users, You must not only concentrate, anticipate and
react with safety in mind whilst driving but also be prepared to make b. The more you do something, the better you get Sportsmen,
allowance for the mistakes of others. parformers and musicians are aware that there is no substitute
for Continual Practice - refining and improving their skills and
b, Safe driving requires you (o be totally aware of whal olher road users performance all the time. Driving is the same. How well and safely
are daing and being able to communicate with them by responding you drive is dependant on the driving experience you have. There
to their actions or by conveying your intentionsfactions lo them are no short cuts. The more the experience, the more competent
effectively, Your attitude towards safely is necessary o make the and careful you will be as a driver.
roads safer and easier to use by all motonists and pedasirians.
c. It is also very important for you as a leamer driver to acquire and
cultivate the right techniques and methods. Wrong technigues and
mistakes eventually develop into habits which are often difficult to
change.
2. ROAD ACCIDENTS
a. Mearly all road accidents are caused, to some degree by the drver,
Accidents destroy [ives, cause injury or even permanent disabifity,
hardships and financial problems especially where breadwinners
are involved. A mishandled vehicle is a lethal piece of machinery,
Mo matter how good, how expensive or how effective your vehicle
i5, il is you, the driver, who determines whather it s a sale means
of transport. 11 is your rasponsibility to be aware of the dangers and
threats that a vehicle can posea,
b Drivinginvolves perception, judgement andreaction. Poor judgement

and perception are the causes of most accidents. These can be
avoided with anticipation, good planning, concentration, obsarvation
and sound decisions all being applied 1o changing traffic situations.

(8]
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Thee Hanit Con

The controls on modermn vehicles are quite straightforward. Each
contral raquires a particular skill, You will take time to l2arn to use them
affectively and safely, The functions of each are easy o remember.

The topics covered are
* Driving position.

* The hand controls.
« Tha foot contfrals.

* Switches.

* Other controls.

DRIVING POSITION

You must adopl a suitable driving position before you can use the
controls safely. You must be able to;

1. Reach and use each control easily and comfortably - for example
you should be able to press the clutch padal withoul stretching your
lefl leg

2. Hawe good control of
your vehicle by keeping
a suitable grip on the
stearing wheel, your arms
should be relaxed at the
elbows.

3. Bee the mad ahead
clearty.

4. Ensure that the driving
seat is adjusted to suil
you. If somaone else has
been driving the vehicle;
make adjustmenis before
you star to drive. Never
adjust your seat while tha
vehicle is moving.

Diagram 2-1

-

trals

THE HAND CONTROLS

The pasitions of some of the controls such as light swiiches, indicators
and windscrean wipers may vary depanding on the modal. Before you
drive a vehicle that you're not familiar with, familiarize yourself with the
positions of all the controls. You must not fumble or look down for them
when you're driving. Keep your eyes on the road.

Car with manual gear lever

Csear Lever

Handbrake ———

Car with automatic gear shift

Dizgram -2

Automaltic-
fransmission
gear shift lighted
disptay

(alkows driver
o sea the gear
position without
looking down on

the laft)

Automatic-
———— ransmission
gear shift
Diagram 2-3
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SECTION 2 OPERATION OF VEHIGLE CONTROLS
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| | PART FUNCTION

The Steering Wheel To control the direction of travel,

The Gear Laver To change gears 1o control the power and
spaad of tha vehicla.
W The Handbrake To hold the wvehicle slill when it has
{Parking Brake) stopped.

1. THE STEERING WHEEL
Function - o control the direction of travel

a. The steering wheel controls the steening mechanism which turms the
front wheels and all four wheels in vehicles wilh four-wheel steering.
It plays a major part in the stability and balance of a vehicle, hence
proper control is necessary. Never lake bolh hands off the wheal
when the vehicle is moving. Keep bath hands on the stearing wheel
unless you're changing gears or working another controb with one
hand, Return that hand o the wheel immediately after you are
finished with that control

b. Grip the sleering wheel firmly, bul nol loo lightly with arms slightly
bent (relaxed} at the elbows as the sleering mechanism self-
centres on its own. Most vehicles have power steering and raquire
a minimum of physical effort 1o um the wheel, However, you may
need a tighler grip when braking, negolialing a bend or a comner,
traveling on uneven roads, muddy racks or road humps.

¢. For best control of the steering wheel use the two recommended
positions and choose the position that you find more comfortabla.

"Ten to two” position Cluarter to three” position

Diagram 24

d.

After making a turn, do not release the steering wheel 1o lel it rotate
back on its own. Tumn it back with your hands instead. Do not move
your body in tandem with the steenng wheel.

When tumning the steering wheel, avold crossing your hands and
steer the correct amount together wilh the correct speed to match
the road conditions and bends in the road (See Diagram 2-6). This
can only be achieved with sufficient practica.

Diagram 2-6 Dhagram 2-7

Always turn the steering wheel to suit the curves and bends. Look
far ahead to analyse the road conditions and adjust your spead and
stearing grip before making & tum,

To negotiate a gradual bend, turm the wheael without shifting both
hands and tumn it back to its orginal position after the bend. To
negofiate a sharp bend, several lurnings of the steering wheel will
be required

Compared lo a vehicle being driven forward, a reversing vehicle's
response to the sleering action |5 not as sensitive. Hence there is a
tendency for leamer drivers to overstaer when reversing.

I 1
il |
o
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SECTION 2 OPERATION OF VEHICLE CONTROLS Thaﬂuanim--'mlJJ

i.  Whean reversing, the steering direction is the same as when driving
forward. Tum left to move the vehicle towards the left and turn right
to move the vehicle towards the right.

Diagram I-8

2-1. THE GEAR LEVER - MANUAL

Function - To change gears 1o control the power and speed of the
vezhicle.

a. The gear lever is
normally at tha left
of the driver's seal
or on the consola.
It is attached to
tha transmission
and allows you to
gither drive forward,
FEVErNSE Or remain in
niutral.

_ijI;gram 2—"]

. The gearbox contains
the gears  which
control the relationship
betwean the engine
speed and the road
speed. The clutch
links the engine o the
wheels through the
gearbox and allows
gradual  connection
between the engine
and the wheels. The
clutch is found only in

Diagram 2-14 |

vehicles with manual
transmission,  Somea
vehicles have four
forward gears and one
reverse ¢gear,  Most
modam vehicles hava
FowWhoe Deive-Shan  Gearkos  Diagram 2-11 | a fifih forward gear.

Clutel  Engioe

c. The layout of the gear positions for mosl vehicles is shown on the
knob of the gear lever. |l indicates the direction which the lever
should be shifted to engage the respactive gears.

The first four gears form a "H” and the fifth and reversa gear form an
additional *1°, Here are some gear layouls;
Dizgram 2-12

d | 4

Five forward gears Four forward gears Four forward gears
and reverse gaar. with reverse gear wilh reverse gear
extended on the righl,  extendad on the left.

—{n —
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d. The Gears v, 3™ Gear : _ -

To shift the gear lever, cup the knob with your left palm facing the
direction of your intended shift. You should have a mental picture of the
gear layout to enable you to shift gear withoul looking at the layoul on
the knob. Your eyes should be on the road.

{12}

M-Meutral

In neutral, no gear 15 engaged. Hence,
power is not transmitted from the engine
to the wheesls and even If you step on the
accelerator the vehicle will nol move

The gear lever automatically moves back
into neutral when no gear is engaged. To

[1 3 5 |

.

| (M)

[ 4| |H:
Diagram 2-13

check whether the gear is at Neutral, move the gear lever from left

to right, it should move freely.

1* Gear

The 1% gear is used when moving from a

stationary position, driving on a steep slope

or for travelling at a very slow speed. It has |

the lowest speed range, from 0 to 20km'h.

To engage the 1° gear, shift the gear lever to
the teft and forward.

2™ Gear

The 2 gear is used when travelling at low |

speeds, driving on steep slopas and whean
negaotiating sharp corners. Compared to the

1= gear, il has a slightly higher speed range |

fraam 15kmih ta 35 kmdh

To change from 17 gear to 2™ gear, pull the
gear lever downwards all the way.

[ 1 3| | 5
t =
........ 11“
2 #] | R
Diagram E-ﬁ
1 3 | 5 |
C
@ o
Diagram 2-15

Wi,

Wil

The 3™ gear iz used when nagotiating
bends and on low gradient slopes. It has
a moderate speed range, from 30km'h 1o
45kmih.

To change from 2" gear to 3" gear, push the
gear lever to neutral and then forward.

4" Gear
The 4" gear is used for cruising. It has a
speed range of 40kmih and above.

To change from 3™ gear to 4™ gear, pull the
gear lever downwards all the way.

5" Gear
Most vehicles have a 5" gear which is used
for cruising at speeds above 70kmih.

To change from 4™ gear to 5" gear, push the
gear levar to neutral, then to the extreme
right, and then forward,

Reverse Gear
The reverse gear is used when inlending (o
move the vehicle backwards,

To engage lhe reverss gear, push the

gear lever o the extreme right and then

downwards

1 3 5
E 57|
a2 |4 R
Diagram 2-16
I's 3 5
| L
LN,
|2,
2 @ Ia
Diagram 2-17
1 3y 5]
1
._-F. ........ .....
E Em_:r;r
z | l 4 R
Diagram 2-18
|4 | 5 5 |
| |
. ) —
g
|2 | [ H‘]
Diagram 2-19

When you change gears progressively from 19 to 2™, 2™ to 3" and

onwards, it i known as “changing up’.

This allows the wvehicle to

gradually pick up spead smoothly. VWhan you reduce speed, the gears
ghould be "changed downward’.

=
{18}
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2-2. AUTOMATIC GEAR SHIFT

Mote: If you take the driving test in an automatic car, your driving licence

(Class 3A) will only ba valid for you o dove an aulomalic car

There ane
two Major
differences
betweean a
vehicle  with
an aufomatic
transmission
and a vehicle
with a manual
lransmission,
The automalic
does notl have
a clulch pedal
and instead of
a gear lever
therea Is  an
automatic
gear shift (sea
diagram2-20). |

You don't have to change gear yoursell - iU's aulomatic. Because

Diagpram 2-200

there is no clutch, your left foot should not be used at all

b vehicla  with
an auiomatec
transmissian
i configured
slightly different
from a wehicle
with a manual
gear box  The
automalic
[ransmission
i connectad
to the engine
without a clutch
in betwaean.

| ATV TS

Diagram 2-21

c. When driving an automatic vehicle, the usual layout for the gear
shift is;

. P Park-this locks all the gears and

should be usad when stalionary
orf whean slarling the engine.

i. R: Reverse - for reversing.

- dil. N Neutral - no gear is selected,
usa while stationary for a short
period with the angine running.

- iw. O ;. Drive - this is used for normal
driving,

v. 3: Third Gear - use for extra power
during normal driving. Some
automatic transmissions do nol

lagram 2-22

have a third gear,

L—wi.2: Second Gear - use on sleep
slopes and on winding roads
where yvou naad to drive slowly
for long stretches.

-wil. 1or L : First Gear - use when the
second gear |18 not sufficient
for existing road conditions. In
some cars an "L” is used (low)
instead of the numeral 1.

wiii. O - Overdrive some  automatic
vehicles have an additional O
position @s well. The overdrive is
actually the highest gear in the
transmission. Most automatic
cars have 3 spaads and overdrive
(fourth speed), Overdnve allows
the engine to have less RPM
wilth higher speed to obtain
baller fuel efficiency,

(15—
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SECTION 2 OPERATION OF VEHICLE CONTROLS The Handbrake:
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In normal driving conditions, the overdrive should always be on
You may need to switch it off when you drive in mountainous
areas. The automatic transmission automatically shifts from 'O’
to the 3" gear when it feels more load. When it feels less load il
shifts back to the O/D, but under certain condilions, &g driving
uphill, The transmission cannot decide whether lo stay in 'O or
shift to 3" gear, and it starts fo shift back and forth. That's the
time you may switch it off and help the transmission decide.

You may also switch it off when you want 1o slow down using
“engine-braking” when driving downhill,

Most of the time, you should be using only the "drive” and “reverse
positions. You will only need to select the first or second gear where
the terrain is hilly (especially if you have a load), or when following
a slower vehicle uphill. You will expenence that as you apply and
reduce pressure on the acceleralor, the transmission will continually
change gear. Having the 1% and 2™ gear levers allow you fo select
these and stay in that gear unill you can comforiably select “drive”
again This can also be done for driving downhill whan you want to
slow down using “engine-braking”.

To move from a slationary position (P), step firmly on the brake
pedal and select D (drive). Release the handbrake, check for traffic
in your mirrors and over your shoulders to ensure that the blind
spols are clear. Use your signal indicator to signal your direction
and when your intended path is clear, remove your foat from the
brake pedal and gradually apply pressure cn the acceleralor, You
need not adjust the gear shift again until you o come to a stop or
need to park. When siopping, keep the brake pedal deprassed if
the stop is for a short while (eg. at a crossing or light signal) or shift
to Meutral/Parking.

You do not need to look down at the gear shilt when selecting the gears
as almost all automatic cars have a lighted display of the gear shift on
the instrument panel. The display also indicates your selected gear.

When you are driving with the gear shift at "D", to get more power
{for example to overtake) you only need to press the accelerator
further. You will feel and hear the gear automatically “kicking n” to
pick up speesd.

h. DO NOT:
iy Shift to Reverse (R) or Parking (P} until the car comes to a
complete stop.
i} Shift from the Parking mode when the enging RPM is higher
than nomail idle.

i. MNOTE:
The automatic transmission can be damaged if the drive wheels
are on the road when the vehicle is being towed. Always ensure
that the powered wheels are placed on the towing platform. {ie. the
front wheels for front wheel drive vehicles or the rear wheels for rear
wheel dnve vehicles).

3. THE HANDEBRAKE
Function - To hold the vehicle still when it has stopped.

The handbrake is also refarred to as the “Parking Brake™ |t i= normally
located an the left side of the driver, behind the gear laver. In some cars
it i5 located under the instrument panel or as an additional pedal.

a. In most cars the handbrake operates on the rear wheels only. |t
should not be used when the vehicle is being driven except In an
amergency (foot-brake failure - which is unlikely), i applied while
the vehicle is moving, there is a danger of “locking the wheels" and

skidding.

|
on the fool-brake pedal, use wour “ I
thumb to press tha bullon on the lop
af the handbrake lever o releasa the -
catch and pull the lever fully upwards, =
Then release the butten and the \/‘
foot-brake pedal, The handbrake
will engage in the "ON" position,

b. To apply the handbrake, first step

Diagram 2-23

¢, Pulling tha handbrake lever without pressing the button will cause
wear on the teeth of the ralchet. Whean done repeatedly, it can cause
the ratchet to fail and release the handbrake without warning.

(17—
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i 1. THE ACCELERATOR

d. To release the handbrake, slep
on tha foot-brake, pull the laver up
slightly and press the buttonin. Then,

., a. Tha Accelerator is somatimes known as the “gas pedal”. Itis the
keaping the button in, move the laver

extreme right padal in the group of three fool pedals. You operatle

down fully to the “OFF" position. v ; the accelerator with your right foot.

&. Driving with the handbrake engaged ‘ \/ b. The accelarator controls the rate at which the mixture of fuel and air
aven partially will damage it and = ' i5 supplied to the engine. Itis avery "sensitiva” pedal as aven a slight
reduce its effeclivenass,  Always Diagram 2-24 - increase or decrease in pressure on it brings about a big change in
check t©o make sure thal the i the angine speed. When moving off, you need just the right amount
handbrake 15 released before you start moving of prassure. Too little and the engine will stall. Teo much and the

vehicle can surge forward. For a safe and comforable drive, if is
necessary for you to have good control over it.

THE FOOT CONTROLS It takes practice to know the right amount of pressure to put on the
accelerator,

c.  You operate the accelerator with your right fool. While resting your
heel on the floor board place the ball of your foat (the part of your
foot just below your toes) an the acoelerator and depress the pedal
to increase speed and let up your fool to allow the vehicle slow
down on ils own,

Nota: The acceleralor must be released momentanly whenever you
stap on the clulch o engage gears

d. To increase speed gradually and smoothly, deprass the accelerator
by increasing your foot pressure steadily. Applying too much
pressure suddenly will give vou a “jack rabbif” start with screeching

tyres
2. THE BRAKE PEDAL / FOOT-BRAKE

Dipgram 2-25

Function - To slow down or stop the vehicle (The brake pedal works on

Kl The Accelerator To regulate vehicle spead. a. The brake pedal is located just to the left of the accelerator. Like the

M The Brake Pedal / To slow down or stop the vehicle, accelerator, you use your right fool 1o operals i, so the right foot can
Foot-Brake travel smoothly and quickly from one o the other,

The Clutch Pedal To transmit or disconnect angine power.

1 '|.a i = i ﬂ:l—
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SECTION 2 OPERATION OF VEHICLE CONTROLS

SECTION 2 OPERATION OF VEHICLE CONTROLS

The Clich mmJ

b. Stepping on the brake pedal
Dhagram =247

Diagram 2-26

v
\

the floorboard when stepping on
the brake pedal,

Use the ball of your right foot to
step on the brake padal.

c. The more pressure you pul on the brake pedal, the more the vehicle
will slow down, Using the brake pedal needs practice. Slowing
down is not @ matter of slamming on the brakes. This will cause
your vehicle to stop abruptly and cause the vehicle behind to c:nH_rde
with you. Use enough prassure to slow the vehicle without allowing
the wheels to lock. Start with more pressure initially and gradually
reducing as you approach your intended stop.

d. A safe way of braking is to use "intermittent” braking. Il invaolves
stepping on and releasing the brake pedal two or three imes before
bringing your vehicle to a complete stop. It also helps prevent the
wheels from locking which can result in skidding. The vehicle brake
lights come on when you apply the brakes and this alerts other
drivers behind you and warns them of your intention to slow down
or stop.

3. THE CLUTCH PEDAL
Function - To transmit or disconnact engine power,

Mote: Vehicles with automatc gear ransmissions do not have the clutch
pedal,

a, The clutch pedal is on the left of the group of three pedals and is
operated by the left fool,

b.

L&

The cluleh is made up of two plates. One is connected to the engine
and rotates when the engine is running. The other is connected
to the gearbox and rotates only when it is held by springs against
the firsl plate. When you step on the clutch pedal, you force the
plates aparl, breaking the drive connection {disengaging the clutch).
Engine power is then nol transmilted to the gearbox.

" 4 -—
Engne A0 \
: S N Guirbes
= 0 —
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Diagram 2-28

When you release the clutch pedal, the clutch is then engaged.
Engine power is then reconnected to the gearbox.

’ —
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However, even though both plates may be touching, the wheels will
not bum if no gear is engaged.

You should step on (depress) the clutch pedal when:

i} Engaging the 1 gear for moving from a siationary position
i) Engaging he reverse gear.

i) Changing gears when the vehicle is in motion.

iv) Just before the vehicle comes to a stop.

— (a1},
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f.  Use your left foot to deprass the cluteh with the following in mind;

Diagram 2-30

Use the ball of your foot to press
the clulch pedal fully in one
movement,

Diagram 2-32

Use your knee movemenl o
depress or release the cluteh
peadal,

Diagram 2-31

Your laft foot heel should not touch
the floor board when you step on
the clutch pedal.

Diagram 2-33

Place your fool on the floor board
upon releasing the clutch pedal,

SWITCHES AND THEIR FUNCTIONS

You must lamiliarize yourself with all the switches before driving a vehicle
hat Is new, borowed, hired or @ vehicle type that youve not driven
befora. The switchas are not necessarily siled atl the same position in
all vehicles.

Diagram 2-34

. XU e L
®5 @®O2e6

Horn

Choke

Windscrean Wiper and Washer
Hazard Warning Light Switch
Demister

1. Ignition Switch
{or Starter Switch)

2. Direction Indicator Swilch
(or Signal Switch)

3. Light Switch

e L

1. IGNITION SWITCH (OR STARTER SWITCH)

in most vehicles the ignition switch is positionad on the stearing column.
The positions on the switch are: e .

is incorporated into the ignition switch.
In this position, the mechanism locks .
the steenng column when the key -DFF-:F-.
i5 nol inserted, When insered, tum X

it in a clockwise direction but slight
movemeanl may have lo be applied to LOCK
the steering wheesl while tuming the
lgnition key 1o release il Diagram 2-35

- - : OM
LOCK - F tvehicles, ti-theft d A
or most vehicles, an anti-theft device AG-%"—F\@T
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OFF - The steerng wheel is free but the engine and accessories are
off,

ACC - The engine ks off bul there is flow of eleclric current to the
accessories like the radio. power windows and electric

Firrors.

ON -  This switches on the ignition, instrumeant panel and gauges.
Normally a red waming lights up al this pasition.

§T-  The starter operates when the key is turned to the maximum,
Releasa the key as soon as the engine starts, it will return o
the “ON" position automatically. Don't turn the key o the starter
position when the engine is running or the starter molor may be
damaged.

Note: When towing, inserl the key and release the device locking the
steering column and ensure thal the steering wheel is free to
move [unkess a suspended tow is used)

Important
Behre turning the kgnition switch to the start position ensure that:

the handbrake is on .
« the gear lever is in neutral and for automalic vehicles the gear shift

i5 at the "P" position.
2. DIRECTION INDICATOR SWITCH (SIGNAL SWITCH)

a. The direction indicator switch is usually on a stalk which s usually
on the right side of the steering column but may be on the lefl side
in some vehicles.

b, It enables you to indicate o other road users which direction you
intend to take. When it i5 in use, the yellow indicator lights at the
front, rear and sides of the vehicle (left or right depending on your
use) will start to flash. Use this switch to indicate your intentions to
turn, well before the twrn by flicking it "up” for lefl turn and "down”
for right tum,

FOR LEFT TURN

For Left Turn For Right Tum FOR RIGHT TURN

Diagram 2-3&

The direction indicator switch is self-cancelling and will autcmatically
retumn o its original posilion when the tum s compleled. However
it might not cancel after a slight change of direction. Always ensure
that it iIs cancelled by

* looking at the two green arrow shaped lights on the instrumeant
panel that flash to indicate the direction of your turn. These lights
are synchronized with the direction Indicator lights on the exterior
of the vehicle.

+ listening for the audible ticking sound made by the indicators when
iflashing.

LIGHT SWITCH

On many vehicles the lighting controls are at the end of the direction
indicator stalk. I is a requirement Tfor all drivers o swilch on their
vehicle headlights when driving from 7.00pm o 7.00am. In bad
weather or in poor visibility conditions, there is a need to switch
on your vehicle headlights to make you more visible to other
road users,

There are three positions on the light stalk,
iy Off - no lights are on

i} Dim fights - the tail, number plate and instrument paneal lights
come Of.

i} Headlights - the headlights and all the earlier mentioned lights
comea on togethear.
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e B 4. HORN

3 On most vehicles, the hom is on the steering [ ol
whaal, but on some vehicles it is locatad at the ’ .

end of the direction indicator stalk. Make sure
you know where the hom 15 located in your
wvehicle and how much pressure it takes to
activate it. It s to be used to warn other road
users of your presence, if this s necessary ar
if there is danger fram another moving vehicle.

Diagram 2-37

] E‘IDELIGHT furm
e m

Do not sound the hom aggressively as it can
distract and alarm other road users,

[.'Ilagr:ml. b N

Diagram 2-38
5 CHOKE

i} HEADLIGHT - tum | Diagram 2-42
twio notches The choke is normally a pull knob (in petrol driven
‘ - vahicles) located under the instrument pansl. Maosl
madern vehicles have an automatic choke,

Dumgram 2-39 The choke is used to start a cold engine and the knob
must be pushed in as soon as the enging warms up.

Marnual Choke Disaram 2-43

c. The headight has another

; . In most diesel wvehicles, a -heating device is
much brighter light known as ke 9

o F ? . incorporated in the ignition system. When yvou tum the
highbeam”. It is activaled by ignition to the “en” position, one of the display lights on

flipping the direction ndicator ; : Sl . :
stalk (the light switch is also E;ii;'mlnmen panal will kght in orange (see diagram

afn this stalk) upwards and

Pre-healing

downwards to turm it aff. MNote: The symbol used may vary depending on the warning light
brand of the vehicla,
Diagram 2=
Mole: This movement is different from turming on the lights where the Do not start tha engine until this mdicator ight goes oul,
swilch is “tumed™. The normal headlight when on, is also known
as lowbeam & WINDSCREEMN WIPER AND WASHER
d. Tha highbeam is not to be used in buill-up areas, when facing a. The windscreen wipar and washer swilchas are located on a stalk
oncoming traffic or when driving 100m or less behind anothar which is mounted on the steering column. In most cars, it is on the
vahicha, left and may be located on tha nght if the direction indicator stalk is

an the left.

— —_— — - {27}
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o

Turn fnnn.ran:l tu turn on the wiper

Fll|:| up to ac.twatl the w!!hEl

The wipar swilch has four

posibions;
«  Off.

’ - « | = Intermittent.
¢« L-Low speed.
« M - High speed.

Diagram 2-44

c. Two other functions are
activated by flipping the
staik up or down:

«  Washer activation.
« Single sweep of the
Wipsar.

t
| g

Fllp dnwn for ‘Emﬂlﬂ-‘ swiesep of the wi of the WIpﬂ-'r

Diagram 2-45

Before using the wiper, use the washers lo wet the surface of the
windscreen. Wiping a dry windscreen may cause scralches on the
windscreen as well as shortening the life of the wiper blades.

Wash the windscreen regularly and clean the wiper blades as
well, Use a cloth to clean the windscreen interior. Check the water
reservoir regulardy and keep it filled to the required level. You can
add cleaning additives to the waler o clear oil and dirt from the
windscresn

HAZARD WARNING LIGHT SWITCH

a., The hazard warning light switch 15 usually on
the dashboard or on the steering column and is
located within easy reach of the driver's hand
It is clearly marked for easy recognition and to
prevent accidental use.

b. Itisto be used to alert and warn other road users

when your vehicle has broken down or when
—— stopping temporarily on a road. It can also be
Diagram 2-46 used when you have to slow down quickly on an

expressway because of a hazard ahead, but only long enough to
ensure thal your waming has been seen.

When you turm on the hazard switch, at least six lights will come on
and start to flash in synchronization:

*+ The two green
arrow lighis on
the instrument
panel that
sErve as
direction
indicators.,

*  The two (left
and naht) front
direction indicator lights. Diagram 2-47

«  The two {left and right) rear direction indicator lights.

«  The two (left and nght) small direction indicater lights at the side
ol the vehicle or the side-view mirros. Most modem cars have
these lights

You will also haar the ticking sound that is heard when the direction
mdicator lights are on.

Remember that il olher road users are unable to see both sides

of your vahicle, the hazard waming lights could be mistaken for a
ferrnving signal

DEMISTER

The domister switch is usually located below ey
the instrument panel. The demister is used 16 auee
keap the rear windscreen clear using heat o
clear condensation and pravent misting in bad

weathes Diagram 2-48



Miglers, Gatsges Aod Waming Lighls

SECTION @ OPERATION OF VERIGLE CONTROLS

METERS, GAUGES AND WARNING LIGHTS

Tha instrument panel has meters, gauges and warning indicators that are
arranged within your easy view. These provide vou with accurate and
imporfant information about the status of your vehicle as you drive. The
layout may vary depending on the type and modeal but the instruments
serve the same function in every vehicle,

|'5- 'i:.i:-:i: ? (4] E
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Liagram £-449

Speedometer
Odometer
Trip odomeler
Tachomeater or Rev meter
Fuel gauge
Temperalura gauge
Signal indicators/Hazard light Indicators (when both flash logeather)
Saeat-ball warning
Door warning light
. High beam indicalor
. Ol pressure warning light
. Handbrake indicator
. Engine check indicator light
. Battery warning light
. Fuel warning light
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Speeckimedor ¢/ Oaameher |
Trp Odomekar / Tachometar |

Speedometer

The spesdometer

indicates the « Ddometer

spead  al  which = Speadomater

ol o are travelling

in  kilomelres per w ", ,

hour. It is usually RPUIR 1 2 5 4 R « Trip Odometer
; : : f amih }'

a dial with a needla o e

s = Resat Knob for
trip odometar

showing the spesd

Dizgram 2-50
some modemn vehicles may have a
digital display instead. mlﬂ km/h
Diagram 2-51

Odometer

The odometer displays the tolal number of kilomealres that the vehicle
has been driven sinca it was manufactured. Il is illegal 1o alter it

Trip Odometer

The trip odometer allows you to record your fravelled distance on
each Irip and can be reset at anytime using the reset knob.

Tachometer or Rev Meter

The tachometer (also known as a "Rey
Meter™) indicates |he speed al which
YOUr encine 15 Irming in revolulions per
minute” (KPM), The higher the RPM, the
faster the engina 15 turning, 11 is useful to
halp you determing when to shilt gears
whan you are driving a vehicle with a
manual transmission. The red zone
indicates an unsafe range of RPMs for the
vehicle's engine. You should either slow

-

Diagram 2-52
down or shift to a higher gear. The engine is "idling” if il i5 ruAning
bul the accelerator is not depressed. During idling, the [achometer
should indicate an engine speed of betweean 750 o 1000 RPM



5.
Diagram 2-51

B.
Diagram 2-34

T
Diagram 2-55

Fuel Gauge

The fuel gauge has a scale and an
indicator needie that shows the laval of
fuel in the fual tank. In some vehicles
the fuel gauge displays the fuel level
evan when the engine 15 off.

In other vehicles, you have o tum on
the ignition to activate the gauge.

Temperature Gauge

The temperature gauge indicates he
engine temperature and it rises fram
C (cold) as the engine heats up, If the
needle swings beyond the normal level,
it means the angine lemperature |5 00
high and the vehicle is overheating.
This can be caused by,

- insufficient coolant in the radator.

« leaking or clogged radiator,

« faully radiator pump

« a slipping or broken radiator hialt.

Signal Indicators [ Hazard Light
indicators  (when  both  flash
together)

Tha signal indicator lights {green arrows)
will come on when either the left or right
turn signal is activated. You should also
hear the audible "licking” sound when
[he skgnal ks in use.

Both the lights will come on and flash
simultaneously when the hazard switch
is turned on.

SECTION 2 OPERATION OF VEHICLE CONTROLS

&

10

11

Waming Light - Seat Bell / Door /
High Baam ¢ Oif Pressura

Seat-Belt Warning Light

Indicates that either the driver or the fronl seat
passenger has not fastenad the saat-hall

Door Warning Light

The door waming light sarves to inform you that
ane or more of the vehicle doors are not closed
propedy

High Beam Indicator Light

The high beam indicator ight will come on when
the headlight stalk 15 flipped o the high beam
|.r|'|"-i-||l||||

Qil Pressure Warning Light

The ol pressure warning light will come on
briefly when the gnilicon key is tumed (o the
‘o’ pasition and will go off after the enging has
slaad. If the light remains an, the angine il
ig nol cireulating al the rght pressura, This is
usually due o insufficient oil in the pan caused
by a slow leak, a punclure of the oil pan or natural
burning especially in older vehicles. Check the
oil level regularly using the dipstick and top-up
when necessary
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Dingram 2-58

IHiaram £-59
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. 12.

Diagram 2-60

- |
14

Dingram 2-61

Diagram 2-62

- Tﬁ.

Disgram 2-63

Brake Warning Light

This light will come on when the ignifion key is
fumed to the "on” position and goes off whean
lhe handbrake is released, |l it remains on, then
gither lha handbrake is nol complately released
or the brake fluid in the reservoir i balow the
requirad laveal

Engine Warning Light

This warning lght may only be featurad in carain
types of vehicies. Do not continue driving when
it comes on. Have a mechanic chack your
vehicle.

. Battery Warning Light

Tha battery waming fight will come on briefty
when fhe ignition key is turmed o the "o’
position and will go off after the engine has
started. If it does not go off. it means the battery
i5 not being charged and this iz most ikely o be
a fault with the alternator. Have it checked or
the electrical system will drain the power from
lhe battery and the vehicle will not start when
the ignition is tumed an. I the battery is nol
a maintenance free battery, top up the battery
waler,

Fuel Warning Light

Besides the fuel gauge, this warning light will
come on when the fuel level is vary low. Do nol
test the brink of the waming light. Makea it a habit
o top up your fuel when it is at 1/4 tank

Mole: Vehicles with diesel engines will not start if the diesel runs out. This
ig due to “air-lock” in the fuel supply system and will require manial

pumpang of the

“air lock pump” {for older vehicles) and mubliple

cranking (for new diesel vehicles) before the engine can start again

SECTION 2 OPERATION OF VEHIGLE CONTROLS Sant And Seat Belts

SEAT AND SEAT-BELTS

Every time you get into a vehicle, check that the dmang seat 15 In the
best position for you to see clearly in all directions and you are able lo
reach all the controls comfortably.

1. Sitin an erect position squaraly behind
the steering whesl with your back firmly
against the seal. Hold the stearing
whael comfortably with your arms
slightly bent,

| 2. Adjust your seal high enough o see
over the steering wheel and the hood.
Your left leg should be almost straght
when you step on the dulch pedal
fully

Diagram 2-65

of your vehicle even il the seal is at the
highest position, use a cushion o take
up the correct sitling position,  After
adjusting the seat, maka sura it is locked
in position by listening for the locking

: mechanism engaging or feal it by trying
o "‘@ o push the seat forward or backwards.

IFit is Iocked, it will nof mowve.

' | 3. If you cannot see the road within 3.5m
T

Deagpradn 2-66

4. The headrest is meant to protect against neck and spinal injunes
normally referred to as "whiplash™. Corract headrest adjustment is
vital and don't overlook this. Adjust it to a point where the ngid part
is al least as high as the eyes or tha top of the ears and as close to
he back of the head as is comfortable.

F— — S LN
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Diagram 267 Diagram 2-68

5. You must fasten your sealt-belt only
after adjusting the seat o the suilable
position and after taking up the correct
drving posture.

Diagram 2-69

&, Ifthe seat-bell in the vahicle is the non-
ratractable type, the slack betwaen the
belt and your torso should not be more
than the space of your clenched fist

hagram 2-70

MIRRORS

Mirrors help you see what you olherwise cannol see when you're In tha
driving seal and help you respond lo traffic events quickly and safaly.
Each time you get into your vehicle, you should ensure that all your
mirmars are properdy adjusted. The mirors could have been adjusted
if someone else had used Ihe vehicle, knocked out of alignmant by a
passenger or yoursell when gelling out or even knocked by a pedestrian.
Ta adjust the mirrors, sit as you would 10 drive,

1. The interior rear-view mirror is
elongated and allows you to see
directly behind you. To adjust it

| grasp its frame and align the left

edge wilh the lell edge of the rear
windscreen as sean in the mirror,

Diagram 2-71 Mos! rear-view mirrors have a lever
an the back that allows you to swilch the angle of the miror o reduce
glare when drving at night, When driving, yvou showld check your rear-
view mirror every 5 10 10 seconds.

2. Adjust the exterior left and right side-
view mirrors (o a position where you
can see just a little of your vehicle
from the driving posilion, The lell
side-view mirror may require you 1o

e lean over and adjust L, unless it can

CHagram 2-72 be adjusted by the slectnc controls,

The cormect adjustment should also allow you o ses other vehicles in
your side-view mirrors before they are out of the view as seen in your
rear-view mirmor. The adjustment should also allow you to see other
vehicles in your perpheral vision before they move out of your view in
the side-yiew mirrors.

3. Evenwith the bast adjustmant, thare are
two areas (left and right) which cannot
ba viewead from your mirrors. Thase are
known as blind spots. The size of a
biind spot varies with the size and type
of vehicle and the dnver's physigue, A
short driver in a large vehicke will have
larger blind spots compared to a tall
driver in a small vehicle. Good mimror
adjustment will help reduce the size
of bind spots bul not eliminate them
completely. Don'l justrely on the mirors,
you must turn your head and look {lef

i and right} over your shoulder 1o check

o . o1 far vehicles in your blind spols before

changing lanes, uming or overaking.

AL RERT & Tl
Wi ¢ b Mirrlr
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BEFORE DRIVING

Starting to drive is not a matter of starting the engine and driving
off. As a responsible driver you must check your vehicle and make
sure that it is safe and ready for the road by going through a routine
procedure. This will minimise urnecessary inconvenience and
ensure a trouble frae journay

Make a habit of checking daily that:

a. There is no damage to the vehicle
body and thal the number plates
are intact.

b. The wndscreen, windows and
mirrors are clean.

¢. Al lights and signal indicators are
working.

d. The brakes are working - don’t j
drive with faulty brakes.

e, The yres are properly inflated.

Diagsam -1

Unsuitable sitire can hinder safe driving. You should dress
appropriately and secure your hair il you have long hair so that your
hair do not obstruct your view. Do not wear;

a. Clothes that restrict arm and hand movemeant.

b. Tight dresses or skirts which hinder leg movemenl.
c. Clothes that restrict your body movement,

d. Slippers when driving, Instead, wear shoes,

When you open your vehicle door, remamber:

g, To look oul for other vehicles approaching from behind.

b, Look oul for pedestrians. cyclists and motorcyclists before
opening the door.

& Mot lo open the door fully. Instead open it just enough to get in
or oul.

d. Use tha front passenger door it the traffic is heavy on the drivers’
side.

g, Lock the doors once you are inside your vehicle.

Don't
open the
door fully
when
getting
ol

Diagram E-é Diagram 3-3

Ensurg thal your seal has been adjusted for vou to reach all the
sontrols without having to strelch. Fasten your seat-belt and adjust
the mirrors. Chack that the handbrake is fully on.

MOVING OFF AND STOPPING

If you are a beginner, start your drving at a driving circuit. If this is
not possible, select a guiet level road to practise and check that it is
not a prohibited area.

Before you start to drive, ake up position in the driver's seat and
get & feel of the vehicle. Draw a mental picture of the view and
distances of the lollowing from the vehicle:

= Front. Diagram 3-4
* Back.

= Laft edge

= Right edge,

« Front comers {left and right).

= Back corners {left and nght).

Maintain the picture in your mind

()
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at the same time slowly and smoothly release the clutch pedal
until you hear the engine noise change slightly. This change

3. Then get out of the car and observe the actual posiion of the
respective paints.  You will find that the actual wedth and length of
the vehicle is less than your earlier mental picture and the road width means the clutch is at the “biting point” {or friction point); the
required is not as wide as you would have imagined whilst sealed in point at which the engine begins lo engage tha fransmissgion. At
the vehicle. thia point the engine revalutions will decrease slightly.

j.  Whilst maintaining the clutch at that position (also known as

*half clutch” position), confirm that it is safe to move off by using

| your mirrors and looking over your shoulder to check your blind
| spois,

— k. Release the handbrake.

— - : . Continue by slowly releasing the clutch while gently accelerating.
The vehicle will start to mowve.

Diagram 3-5
m. Allow your vehicle to move at the speed of a walking man.
4, Before moving off, follow thess steps
n. Release the clutch pedal fully.
a. Check that the handbrake is on.
0. Press the accelerator o pick up spead,
b. Check lo confirm that the gear lever is at the neulral position.
p. When mowving forward, look ahead in the distance. The distance
you should look al ahead (in metres) should be at least three
times of the speed of your vehicla (in kmdh).

c.  With your right foot, press the accelerator slightly and tum the
ignition key 1o the start position. Release the key onca the
engine starls.

d. Release lhe accelerator after the engine has starled and lat the
anging idie.

e, Check for other road users at the fronl and rear of your vehicle
or for any other immediate hazards

f.  Use your light indicator switch to signal your intention. _
Speead - 10km/h Spead - 20kmh Spead - 30km/h
g.  While stepping on the brake pedal, fully depress the clutch.

g, Use yvour sense of judgement when driving and estimate the

Shift into first gear or reverse depending on which way you
intend to go.

With your eyes on the road, press the accelerator shghtly and

width of the road required for your vehicle to pass through,
bearing in mind the earlier mental picture and observations
(see pt. 3 on page 40). Use the lane markings as a guide (see
Diagram 3-7).

{11 -



Diagram 3-T

r. Watch the direction of your vehicle. If it is moving to one side,
turn the steering wheel slightly to the opposite side to maintain
a straight course, {See Diagram 3-8)

Dlagram 3-B

5. Reduce your speed if you are unable 1o drive in a straight
course dua to poor or uneven road surface.

Dlagram 3-3

t. As a leamer driver, you will need praclice befora mastering
control over the combination of the clutch and the accelarator.
Initially, most leamer drivers will face some problems when
moving off. These are listed below,

|S/No. | PROBLEM | CAUSE

Viehicle jerks or Clutch pedal released too suddenly or
surges forward. too much pressure on the accelerator.

Engine vibrates Insufficient pressure on the accelerator
stronghy. or the clutch pedal s over releasad.

Engine stops Insufficient pressure on the accelerator
suddanly. or the clutch pedal released oo
suddenky.

u. Safe and controlled braking is vital for stopping. Bear in mind
your vehicle speed and Lhe distance ahead. Slow down gradually
and smoothly. Step an (depress) the brake pedal early and aim
to stop just before the inlended stopping position.  Repeated
practice will help prepare you 1o stop exactly where you want to.

v. When slopping, remamber the following:

I Look oul for other road users ahead of you.

i. Check your rear-view mirror for traffic
approaching from behind.

it

DHagram 3-10
i, Indicate your intention by signalling. i i
i, kK ledt blind L

v. Check your ind spo Dingrasm 3:41

Dipgram 3-12

v. Release your accelerator,

(1)
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v, Steer your vehicle to the left edge of the
road,

vil. Gradually step on (depress) the brake Dingra 343
pedal.

vili. Step on (depress) the clulch pedal fully
when yvour vehicle is about to stop.

ix. Do not release the clutch and brake
pedals.

x. Apply the handbrake and shit the gear
lever to neulral,

Diagram 3-15

xi. Releasa the clutch and brake padals.

If you step an the clutch pedal too late when stopping, the engine

will stall. To overcome this, learner drivers have a tendency of

stepping on the clutch pedal too early. This disengages the
enging and causes the vehicle (o “free-wheel” (also known as
“coasting”). This is dangerous when stopping at high speeds
as it reduces your control of the vehicle.

Don't step on the clutch pedal too soon. Tha engine halps with
braking. You should step on it at the exact moment just before
the engine begins to vibrate. With experience you will be able
to know precisely when to step on the clutch pedal.

y.  When leaving your vehicle, you should;

I Turn off the engine and remaove tha
igniton Key,

Dlagram 3-16

ii. Unfasten your seat-belt.

Diagram 317

i, Check your righl side-view mirmor
and unlock the door. Hold it slightly
ajar to check that it is safe to open
IL,

v, Open the door slowly and get out of
your vahicle,

I-]iagmm 318

3 ()
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v.  Shut the door firmly.

T vi. Use the remote key or (if there is no
remole key) use the ignition key to
lock all the doors before you leave
your vahicle.

Diagram 3-24

CHANGING GEARS - CHANGING UP

Changing gears involves the coordination of the clutch pedal and
the accelerator, As you accelerate, you must engage higher gears lo
afficiently transfer power from the engine to the transmission. Each
gear has a maximum speed (varies by vehicle) and to reach a higher
spaed you must switch to a higher gear  This is known as "changing
up”. When changing up. adopt the following drill:

1. 1" Gear

a. Step on (depress) the clulch pedal fully.

b. Shift gear lever to 1% gear.

Diagram 3-23

c. Release the clutch pedal mid-way and at the
same time step on the accelerator slightly.

d. Release the clutch pedal further and accelerate
o increase speed.

e. Accelerate until the vehicle speed reaches gbout |

15 to 20 km/h.

2. 2 Gear

a. Slep on (depress) the clulch pedal fully and
release the accelerator at the same time.

b. 5hifl the gear laver from the 1% gear position to
the 2™ gear.

Diagram J-24

Dimgram 325

iy

Eyry—————)
Diageam 3-26

©

Dizgram 3-27

¢. Release the clulch pedal mid-way Ny %
and then slowly release it further, Al | W
the same time step on the accelerator, \m \'“

Diagram 3.28

d. Accelerate untl the vehicle speed reaches aboul
30 to 35 kmth.
3. 3" Gear
a. Step on (depress) the clutch pedal fully and

rdeasa the acceleralor at the same time.

b. Shift the gear lever from the 2™ gear position to
the 3 gear.

Diagram 3-24

Diagram 1-30

@

-I-]iagra.m )|
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¢. Releasethe clutch pedal completely in cne motion | ;
and step on the accelerator at the same time. | ' \%
™

Diagram 3-32

d. Acoelerala unlil the vehicle speed reaches about
40 fo 45 kmth,

Dhagram 3-33

4" Gear

The drill for 4th gear is the same as with the 3™ gear. Upon engaging
the 4" gear, accelerate 1o cruising speed up o 70km'h,

5 Gear

The drill for the 5" gear is also the same as with the 3™ and 4 gear.
Once you have reached a speed of YOkm'h and are cruising along.
change up to the 5™ gear.

The changing of gears involves the combination of hand and fest
maovameanis. You need to know the various positions of the gear
lever and the padals without having to look down. Your eyes should
be on the road at all times, not on the gear lever or the pedals. Do
not continue bad practices. These eventually become bad habits
that are very difficult to comrect.

The table below shows the approximale speed range of the
respactive gears, This Is only a guide and may vary depending on
the: type of vahicle. Check your vehicle manual for the speeds mosl
appropriate for your vehicle,

ﬂ;ﬁ?ﬂ_mﬂTETEHEEJHEEMIEHHEEH?ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ[ﬂ
g%
| 4™
e
| e
=
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8. Al times, due to traffic you may not be able to accelerate to the
appropriate speed lo “change up” to the next higher gear. In such
circumstances, use your accelerator fo adjust your speed to suit the
traffic conditions of the road and change up only when requirad.

CHANGING GEARS - CHANGING DOWN
There will be circumstances when instead of changing gear upwards;
you'll have o change downwards from 5" to 4™ and from 4™ to 3 gear
This s known as “changing down”.
1. You will need o change down to a lower gear:

a. If you have slowed down and the gear you're in doesn't provide
enough power to drive at the lower speed.

b. If you're driving uphill in loe high a gear and your engine
struggles 1o give enough power.

c. To ulilise engine-braking when on a long downhill road.
£, You will need to change to a lower gear once you've slowed down,

unless you intend to stop. When changing down, follow the steps
below.

a. Step on (depress) the clutch pedal fully and atthe [ ‘W

same time release the accelarator. | ey x|
Diagram 3-15
b. Engage the next lower gear, ie. 5" gear to 4™ gear, |
4" gear lo 3 gear, 3 gear to 2" gear or 2™ gear |
to 1 gear. :

Diagram 3-36

c. Let the dutch pedal come up smoothly and at | % o &
the same time, step on the accelerator with { a\m

the appropriate pressure 1o malch the vehicle

spead.
i Diagram 3-37

-




d. Engage the 1% gear if the vehicle is slowing down
o almost a stop.

&

.i]Iigram 33-&

e If your vehicle speed drops drastically, then the next lower
gear may still not have the power required for your vehicle to
mowve on smoothly. Then, you should change down to the most
appropriate gear to match the vehicle spead. This is known
"missing out” gears. The common examples of missing oul
gears when changing down are:

Dagram 3-39 Diagram 3-40

Cizgram 3-41

O

i) 5" to 3" gear i} 4™ fo 2™ gear i) 3" to 1% gear

CHANGING GEARS - ANALYTICAL DRIVING

As & new driver, you'll tend to give most of your altention to contralling
the vehicle. Read the road instead. You can practise reading the road
even when you are not driving ie. as a passenger in a car or bug, Our
reaction to what we see is not instantaneous as we need o analyse
whal we see. So you will have lo adjust your speed in order to give
yoursell enough time to perceive, assess and decide and react to the
iraffic siuation which changes frequently. This analysis should be in 3

stops.

1. FIRST ANALYSIS Diagram 1-42

a  \What is that? b. What can it be? c. Releasa the
accelerator.

—1 80}

2, SECOND AMALYSIS
[h'ag_mm S—E

=

_I
=

a Lookslkeanold b. Shemaycross ¢ Standby your foot
lady, fthe road. Better on the brake pedal.
o slow down.

3. THIRD AMALYSIS
Diagram 344

a. Theold lady i b. Do not intimidate c. Reduce your
crossing the road. the old lady - speed further.

Change course or
stop Il necessary.

give way o her
{or to any ofther
pedestrian).

—{®)—
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BRAKING

When you want to bring your vehicle to a gradual and safe stop from a
cruising speead, you should:

d.

b.

Look way ahead for a suitable and safe place fo slop.

Check your rear-view mirror for traffic approaching from behind.
Use your signal to make others awara of your intention.

Check your blind spots,

Pull over to the kerb when it is safe.

The amount of pressure you apply on the brake pedal should be
greater during the inifial stage and less as your vehicle approaches
the intendead slop point.

The correct and incomrect sequence for braking are:

T N .

Stepping on the brake pedal Stepping on the brake pedal
rather late. early.
Stepping hard on the brake Siepping hard on the brake
pedal, pedal.

Apply even more pressure Reduce pressure on the brake
on the brake pedal. pedal gradually.

r T

Dislance

Diagram 3-45

e
|

Incarmmect

¥

b When yvou suddenly remove your foot off the accelerator while the

vehicle is moving, there 15 a reduction in the engine revolutions
which will creale a braking effect on the wheels. This is known as
‘engine-braking”

Diagram 3-46

The drive shaft and wheels will
reduce speed when the engine
revoiutions are reduced.

However “engine-braking” will cease to work if you step on (depress)
the clutch as this disconnects the reduced engine power from the
driva shaft and whaeals, The vehicie will then maintain its spead
instaad of slowing down,

Magram 3-47

Engjine b g Dress
i ahalt &
whesls

The dnve shaft and wheels will
maintain their speed.

The lower the gear you engage, the more effective the engine-
braking will be. This is very useful when driving down a slope or
along a downhill road where it is necessary to control the descend
spead of your vehicie.

O
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Diagram 1-43 Diagram 3-49 Diagram 3-50

Engage the 3™ gear Engage the 2™ gear Engage the 1% gear
when the slope I8 when the slope is and use the fool-

aradual,

k., The
I

i)

ii)

sleap, brake when the slope
is steep and short

use of engine-braking has the following advaniages:

Braking s mora effective when done together with the fool-
brake.

It will help prevent skidding.

The foot-brake will not have to salely baar the burden of braking.
As the friction of the brakes resist the maotion of the wheals, the
brake lining and the rubber on the wheels get hot and you will
experience the smell of buming rubber. This heal bacomes
more intense as the brakes are applied very hard evan for shor
periods or continually for long periods. This also causes the
brake linings to "fade”.

STOPPING AND MOVING OFF ON SLOPES

1. Stopping

Mast of the drill for stopping a vehicle on a slope or gradient is the
same as that of slopping on a level read, bul you have to apply more
pressure on the brake pedal to stop the vehicle. The handbrake
must be engaged before releasing the brake pedal

2. Moving OFf Uphill

a. Your vahicle will lend to move back downslope. To avoid this
you need good coordination of the accelerator, the clulch and
the handbraka. This drill requires you to be adept at the “half-
clutch’ technigque. However the half-clutch pasition must not be
maintained for too long as heat is generated by the slipping of
the clutch and this will wear out the clutch lining rather fast

T —: NG

Dilagram 3-51
b.  When moving off uphill, follow the drill below:

i) Step (depress) on the clutch pedal fully and | .._",:"-
hiold it dowin, ' :

.. e

Diagram 3-52

ii) Engage the 1" gaar H_i

Dlagram 3-53

i} Place your left hand on the handbrake. ﬁ.ﬂa

Diagram 3-54

()
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iv] Step on the accelerator but with more pressure | /5
than you would when moving off on a level road |9 \.h:%
and hold it steady. The amount of pressure will \ﬁ
depend on how steep the slops is. _-_-lmn-gram .

v) Using the “half-clutch” technigue, release the \h
clutch pedal up to the “biting point”, which will m
be higher than when you're moving off on a | =
level road. You will hear a slight reduction in
engine noise and feel the vehicle wanting lo
move forward.

Diagram 356

vi) Make your safety checks - check your [ 77 0
mirrors and the blind spot.

Diagram 3-537

Diagram 3-58

vii} Signal your intention if necessary

vill ) Whilst maintaining the hall-clutch m R
position, release the handbrake | \;&
and at the same time press the "%
accelerator a little more. HOW et
much acceleration you need
depends on the gradient of the slope,

Diagram 1-59

ix) Step on the accelerator gradually as the vehicle begins lo
move and release the clutch pedal smaathly,

%) MNote: You will need a larger gap in traffic before you pull
away because your vehicle will not gain speed as quickly as
on 3 level road.

3. Moving Off Downhill

.

It is simplar than moving off uphill as the vehicle weight helps
you move away. The aim is to prevent the vehicle from moving
forward down the slope whilst moving away. The mosl effective
drill is as follows:

iy  Step on the clutch pedal fully,

i} Engage the appropnale gear deganding on Diagram 3-60
the gradient of the siope (1% or 2™ gear).
i) Slep on the brake padal. T |
&
e
Dlagram 3-61
iv) Release the hahdbrake whilst maintaining the
pressure on the brake pedal. [ ‘[
; Dimgram :ITE&
v] Check the mirrors ' =
and the biing : .
spols.
Diagram 3-63

vi) Signal your intention if necessary

Diagram 3-54

vil} Releasea the fool-brake and release the clutch
pedal gradually as the vehicle starts to move.

Diagram 3-85

viii) Note: Leave a large enough gap in the traffic before pulling
away as vehiclas coming down slope will need more time o
slow down or sfop.

{57 |—

s
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4. Engine Stall

As a beginner, you will mosl ikely experience a stalled engine when
moving off a slope. In such circumstlances:

a Immediately step on the brake pedal, this will stop Ly
your vehicle from rolling backwards or forward if it | \“
is a downslope Sy

Diagram 3-66

b, Engage the handbrake.

i 67

=
&

G, Shift the gear kever to Neutral.

Eagram 1-68

lat

d. Restarl the engine with just a littla
pressure on the accelerator.

Eiram 1469

NEGOTIATING BENDS  /3\ /7\ A\ &\

You would probably have experienced the fesling of being “pulled”
outward when rounding a curve in a vehicie. The faster the vehicle goes
around the curve, the stronger this force is. Known as "centrifugal forca”,
it is actually the inerfia of your body attempting to continue travelling
in a straight line as the vehicle changes course, Sharper curves act
lo change the direction of your vehicle more quickly. Al high speeds
(relative to the angie of the bend) the vehicle's inertia will exceed its
ability to follow the curve of the road. This may cause your vehicle to
swing wide into oncoming traffic, slide off the road or roll over. Many
bends are also accident prone areas.

T

When negotiating a bend, analyse

a. Your vehicle speed and distance before vou anter the band.
b. The bend curvature.
c. The traffic situation ahead.

Diagram 3-70
and decide on the following:

a. The suilable speed and appropnate gear to engage.,

b. Your intended travel path.

¢. The course of action to take after clearing the bend
When negotiating a gradual bend, follow the drill below:
a. When al posilion (A)

I} Note your speed and distance whaen

approaching the bend. T &
S
iy Raelease the accelarator,

Diagram 3-T1
i} Swilch to a lower gear (normally the
3" gear)

b. When at position (B)

i} Step on the accelerator lightly fo
keep a steady speed

i) Keep your vehicle In the centre of
your lane.,

i) Don't shift your body when steering.

Diagram 3-72

(m)




. When at position (C}

i}

i)

iii}

Look up ahead.

Accelerate while the steering wheel is returming to its onginal

position if the traffic situation allows.
Engage a higher gear.

3. When negotiating a sharp bend, follow the drill below:

a.  When at position (A)

J

i)
i)

)

Mote your speed and distance from
the bend.

Releasa the accelarator.

If your spead is still too fast, usa the
brake pedal to slow down.

Change down 1o a lowear gear.

|:'3Il| e El'ﬂll gaar],

b. When at position (B)

i}
i)

Step on the accelerator lightly %o
keep a steady speed,
Do not use your brakes at this

stage.

iif) Adjust your travel path.

i)

For & left-hand bend keep o
the centre of your lane as you
approach the bend.Don'l movea
to the centre of the road to
improve your view, This could
pul you too close o encoming
traffic.

Dleagrium J-14

v) For a right-hand bend keep to
the left to improve your view of
the road. However, don't ket a3
clear view tempt yvou to enter
the bend at too great a speed.

vi} Maintain a steacy posture, this
will help you turn the steering
wheel comfortably.

€. When at position (C)

i} Look way ahaad.

i) Accelerate when the front wheels are straightened, if tha
traffic situation allows.

i} Engage the next higher gear.

MNote: Do nol depress the clutch pedal when going round bends as this
causes “frea wheeling” and reduces your control of your vehicle

d. When making a U-Tum, change down to the 1st gear.
4. Curve Alignment Markers

When you come across bends you will also see curve alignment
markers. Besides indicating the bend/deviation ahead, these markers
also help indicate how sharp the bend is. The closer the signs, the
sharpar the bend,
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CHANGING LANES d. When at position (F)

i} Cancel your signal.

h i o no I ften or without takin r
Changing lanes shoul 1 be done 00 O or without g prope i1 Cortiniia ak narnal Spead.

precautions. The most difficult precaution is the estimation of the distance
and speed of the vehicles approaching from behind. This affects your
judgement and decision making. Hence, frequent glances at the rear-

view mirror and side mirrors are necessary to give you a clear picture of [|
vour position in relation to the vehicles all around you.

2. You should not

a. Weave from lane to lane
(Seea car i),

1. For safe lane changing, take the following precautions: b Charpa isnss mackiessly

a. When at position (A) (See car B),

c. Straddle two lanes (See car

() Check your mimons.
i) eck your m | Cy.

iy Signal your intention and
give other drivers plenty of
lime o see your signal,

i) Check your blind spots.,

| . Cross the centra ling and
| drift into the lane meant for
oncoming traffic (See car D),

b. When at position (B), adjusl
your spead depending on the
traffic situation behind you and
stay in the middle of your lane.

Instead, drive in an orderly Diagram 3-T7

manner. This will help maintain smooth traffic flow.

3. When driving along two-way streets or dual carmiageways, always

keep to the left unless your intended path is obstructed by hazards
i like broken down or parked vehicles, road works, plantfiree pruning,
road sweepers, etc. You may cross the centre line or move to the
lane on your nght under such circumstances.

Diagram 3-73 Dizgram 3-79 CHagram 3-80
- = by |

o When at position (C)

i} Check that it is safe to
change lane,

ii) Make sure you have enough
space to change lane. If
traffic in the other lane will
not create space fo "let you
in", avoid the lane change.
Do not inconvenience other
drivers and cause them to

brake or steer away to avoid FRGgER: 75 | ;
wour vehicle . , :
i) When it is safe, move into the other lane smoothly, while Broken down vehicle Road warks Tree pruning

maintaining a constant speed,
g s Howevar, when doing so, check and make sure that it is safe and

I the way is clear bafore yvou move to the right.

{82} | (51
] )




4. When driving on a road with two lanes

The left lane is for normal driving (car A).

b, The right lane is for overtaking (car B) and
Faor turning right (car C).

G.

Dhagram 3-81

5. Whan driving on a road with thrae lanes

The left lane is for slower vehicles {vehicle A).

The cantre lane is for faster vehicles (car B).

The right lane is for overtaking (car C) or turning right {car D).
Dan't use the right lane just because you're travelling at high
speed.

Diagram 3-82

6. Always plan your route and position your vehicle in the appropriate
lane. If you miss your intended tum, do not:

a.

b.

Stop suddenly.

Swerve sharply into lhe
lane that you should be in
o do the turn.

Reversse your vahicle.

Diagram 3-85

Instead, proceed fo the next U-Tum (if available) or streel and
make changes to your roule to reach your destination.

—{85}-
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DRIVING 3. Follow the procedure below when passing through a traffic
DRIVING THROUGH JUNCTIONS ey

Traffic junctions are common accident areas. |l is therefore essential
that you exercise extra caution when driving through a junction. You
should analyse the situation quickly and accurately and decide on
the safe speed lo drive and maintain smooth control of your vehicle.
As traffic siluations are ever-changing, there is a need for you do the
analysis confinuously.

A. GOING STRAIGHT

iy Atposition (A), take the
appropriate lana basaed
on the road markings.

i) At position (B),
reduce your speed
when approaching the
junction.

1. Look out for

a. Traffic signal lights.

! i)y When at position (C),
! check the traffic signal

lights. If the lights are
' in your favour, proceed;
i otherwise stop behind

b. Vehicles travelling across
the road at the junction.

c. Oncoming traffic.

d. Pedestrians crossing the \.: the white stop-line.
iting 1 3
road or walling lo cross i) AL position ),
check the junction for
1 pedastrians  who  may
il be crossing,
p vl When at position
<. Becldeon (E), keep a look out
fooicad : for oncoming vehicles
a.  When to begin signalling. which may €rose. your
b, When to start changing ; path.
il vi} At position (F), drive on at
c. Your positon before normal epeed.

furning.

d. Your turning path.

Diagraim 3-87

—| 66 | — 167 |
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B. TURNING LEFT C. TURNING RIGHT
e . il At position (A), check the i) When at position (A), check your
................. frant for vehicles and check I front and your mirrers for vehicles
wour mirrors for other users and other road users behind you,
Behind you.

il At position (B), signal and give
iy At position (B), signal to sufficient nohice of your intention
give sufficient notice of your
intention, i) At position (C), scan your right

e i o Tl S N blind spot and il clear, sleer right 1o
4 : : i} At position (C), scan your the appropnate lane (as indicated

left blind spot and if clear, by the road markings).
steer left.
| W) Slow down at position (D),
iv] At position (D), reduce
your speed. I v) When at position (E). check tha
| traffic signal lights. If the lights ara
v) When at position (E). check in your favour, proceed,; otherwisa Diagram 3.0
the traffic signal lights. I stop behind the white stop-line.

the lighls are in your favour,

procead:  otherwise stop
behind the while stop-line.

When at position (F),
confirmt that it is safe to

If there is a red nght turm arrow, stop behind the white stop-line
and proceed only when it changes (o green.

When the lights are in your favour,
proceed slowly and cauwtiously to [

UW-HHH 3-89 proceed by checking ahead | position {F) at the cenlre of the
and on your right Before junction or stay within the turning (B
making tha turn, watch out packet If this is marked on the road, =&
for motorcyclists or cyclists !

on your left. Give way to » Give way 1o oncoming traffic,
pedastrians crossing at the = Il pedestrians are crossing, wail for
junction. them Lo pass,

« Wail until it is safe to um or wait for

vil} At position (G), turn into the green “lurning” arrow o appear. J§

the lane nearest to the kerb = Turn to the lane nearest lo the
and after furning drive on al centre line or as guided by the K
normal speed. turning guide markings on the road. K

-

vil) At position (G). continua al normal
spaad.

e

Dingram 3-52

| 8 —————— —ee — . o I:%.'_
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4, Fallowing too closely behind another vehicle is dangerous, especially
a large vehicle (eg. bus, truck). You must keep a safe distance. If
you are too closa behind, you will not be able to see the traffic signal

lights.

a. The lights may change and the vehicle in front may slop
suddenly. This may cause you to crash info the vehicle.

LS S L & & B =B R 3

Diagram 393

b. The lights may change but with just sufficient time only for the
vehicle in front to proceed, you may be too late and this will
cause you to commit an affence if you proceed (or be caplured
by a red light camera).

Diagram 3-94

{70 ——

6. You should be considerate

5 Lane markings appear al
most junctions. Do nol
swilch lanes suddenly if
you are not in the comect
lane.  Always maintain
lane discipline and move
into the correct lane well in
advanca.

Mole: Il is an offence to
change lanes at junclions.

and indicate your signal well
in advance when lurming left
{or nght) from a “shared” lane
(& lane with markings for bath
gaing straight and for tuming),
This will give straight-going
vehicles that are behind
you the time and distance 1o
swilch o an alternative lana
instead of having to wait for
your fo turn,

Car (A) did not signal for left
lwm and has inconvenienced
Car (B). Car (C) has signalled
for a turn allowing Car (D) to
switch lane (o go straight




=

Likewise, when you're going
straight, avoid using the

lights change to red and the
green furning arrow comes
on, you will have to stop at the
stop line, You will then hold up
the vehicles behind you which
intend to turn.

Car A is not turning but has
stopped as it cannol go
straighl now. [t should take
the centre lane (Car D) as
Car B and C are held up and
cannot proceed ahead to tum:

Don't accelerate when you're
approaching a junction with signal
lights, even if the lights are in your
favour. Instead, slow down and be
prepared for changes to the traffic
signals. This will help you deceterats
smoathly if the signal lights change
from greean to amber,

In circumstances where the signal
lights change to amber:

a. Car A has enocugh distance to
slow down and should stop at
the while stop-fine.

b. Car B is loo near to the stop-line
and cannot stop safely before
the stop-line. 1l should proceed
and go across the junction.

]
]
]
il |
!
]
[]
i
]

. e e g

“shared” lane so that when the |[% L

72
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10. A good driver is courteous. When

T

thera is congestion, allow vehicles
from a minor read to proceed even
if the junction doas nol have yellow-
hox markings.

When thera is congestion,
do not proceed across a
inction even if the signal
Hghts are in your favour
or lhere aré no yellow-
box markings. You will
obstruct traffic if you ara
unable to fully cross the
junction when the lights
change.

Disgram 1-100
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Diagram 3-103

12.

13.

SAREIn

Make it @ habit 1o stop bafore
the white stopdine. Do nol
intimidate or inconvenience
pedestrians by  stopping
beyond the stop-line. After
stopping, pull up your
handbrake to prevent any
accidental movernent.

When the signal lights change
in your favour, look 1o your (&
and night before moving off.
This is a precaution in case
there are vehicles beating the
red light.

. Where thera are many signal

lights erected at a multiple
mad junction, always follow
the signals of the correct
lights facing you.

15. Make it a habit of engaging the
handbrake when waiting at a
junction. This will prevent your
vehicle from rolling forward or
backward.

16. When the signal lights are
flashing amber, it means the
lights are faulty, Slow down
and procead with extreme
caution. Look oul for other
vehicles,  |If there is a police
officer directing traffic, comply
with his hand signals.

Diggram 3-105




DHagram 3-108

17. Mote when turning (left or nght) at

|Junctions which have signal lights,
the pedestrian crossing green
man lights may also be on for
pedestrians to cross. Proceed with
care and stop before the white linas
marked for pedestrians to cross.
Children, the handicapped and
elderly pedestrians may be slow
and may not be able 1o cross belore
the green man signal changes to
red man. Be patient and wail for
them lo cross. Do nol cul across
their path,

, Where a “stop” sign appears at

a junction, you must stop behind
the while stop-line and give way to
vehicles on the main road.

. Where a “give way" sign appears

al & junction you musl slow down
or stop if necessary and give way
to vehicles on the main road.

20. Slow down when approaching a

21,

side road. Look out for other road
users on the right followed by the g
left. Don't assume that the vehicle
al the side road will not pull oul In
front of you. Be prepared o stop if
necessary.

Il the car ahead of you has
signalled to turn, slow down and be
prepared 10 slop if necessary. The
car may stop 1o allow pedestrians
to cross at the tuming.

Diagrom 3-103

When you Intend to turn left into a minor road:

a. Indicate your intention well in advance to give sufficient warning
1o other road Uusers.

b. Slow down and keep left when approaching the junction.

c.  When tuming don'l swing oul into wide are if the angle is acute.
Instead, slow down further to complete the lum safely,

d. If there is a cyclist on your lefl or ahead of you, slow down
and allow the cyclist 1o turm or pass the luming point befora
procesding o lurn

e, Give way lo pedesirians crossing the minor road,

[
[
[
i
i
I
I
I
|
I

Diagram 3-110 Disgram 3-111
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22, When you intend to turn right into a minor road: 23, Use extra caution when approaching uncontrolled junctions. Don't

assume that you are the only driver on the road. Slow down and

a Always get into the correct position well in advance. Keep as always apply the "give way" rule.

close ta the centre line as is safe. It helps other drivers. Diagrans 3114

b. Adjust your speed as necessary. Stop or slow down o give
way to oncoming vehicles making a tum.

c. Give way lo pedeslrians crassing the minor road.

a. When al a cross road give way
to vehicles from the right.

Diagram 3-116

Diagram 3.112 Diagram 3111

¢. Even when you have the right
of way, reduce your speed as
you approach a junction with a
turning vehicle. Don't assume
that you will ba given the way.

—{ T8}

Diagram 3-115

. I
b. Turningvehicles mustgiveway
to vehicles going straight.

d. When facing a T-junclion, give
way to vehicles on the major
road,

— |I .mkp



e. When turning into a one-way road.
take the appropriate lane.

Dizgram 3119

Diagram 3118

Diagram 3-121

f.  Assess and dacide early on your path
of travel.

3. Before you overiake, check thal it is legal and there are no road

signs or markings that forbid overlaking.
'+ The exceplion to this rule is the presence of multi-

turm arraws,

Lanes
Ahepd |

G AND BEING OVERTAKEN

Owertaking Is a combination of judgement and skill that you will have
o develop with practice and maturity. As compared to changing lanes,
you must learn lo estimate the space ahead of you, how to judge the
refative speeds and distances of vehicles including vehicles going in the
opposite direction. Equally impertant 1s Lhe ability to identify whether
overtaking is appropriate in different situations,

1. Estimation of distance {space) and speed ralative to other vehicles. Diagram 3-122

Diagram 3-120
{8} : .:-|'| }
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4, Even if it is legal it may not be safe. Do not overtake at the Diagram 3127

following places:
_ iagam :MI D.m-grum 1-124
W I\
% T \ : :
] \
\

Near or around a sharp bend. f. On a steep slope or when
approaching the crest of a
hill

a. Near a pedestrian crossing. b. Near a junclion,

g. Aroad where there are stopped or slow-moving road users such as

cyclists, pedestrians, road maintenance vehicles or other vehicles.

Diagram 3-125 Diagram 3-126 ] They may open a door or make a U-tum and you will have no time

| to avoid them, Make sure that pedestrians, cyclists or anybody else
| are not pul inlo jeopardy by your manoauvra,

€. On anarrow bridge. d. In a tunnel or underpass,
where your view is blocked.

Deagram 3-129

f e —
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5. Take the following precautions and steps when overtaking:
Diageaam 3130

Diagram 3131

a Always maintain a safe
following distance.

Diagram 3132

¢. Look ahead for oncoming
traffic and assess whether
you have enough space!
distance io get back into your
lane after overiaking.

b, Watch the wvehicle in front

and note whather the driver
has signalled his intention.
Try to anticipate whether the
vahicle ahead will move oul o

overtake.
Diagram 3-133

Check wour rear-view and
side mirrors to sae if there Is
another vehicle attempling (o
oveartake youl,

2,

g.

Diagram 3-134

Signal your intention well in
advance,

Diagram 3-136

When you're sure it iz safe.,
check your right blind spot
and move out to the right

Diagram 3-135

Make sure that you're going
fast enough or can accelerate
quickly to overtake without
blocking any vehicle coming
up behind.

Diagram 3-137

h. As you arg aboul lo pass lhe
vehicla you'reovertaking, sound
vour hom fightty to alert the
driver, in casa the driver is nol
aware that you're overtaking,
“Apphcable for rural roads




Dragram 3138

f. While passing the other
vehicle, maintain a safe gap
belween both vehicles.

Diagram 3-140

k. Don’t cut In oo soon in front
of the overaken wvehicle.
Allow plenty of space. When
yoLl are able 1o sea the whole
af the front of the overtaken
vehiclea in  your rear-view
mieror, then start to move left.

Diagram 3-139

Signal your intention 1o move
left after overtaking.

Diagram 1-121

Make sure your indicator

signal cancels after you have
moved into the lefl lana,

‘SECTION 3 BASIC DRIVING TECHNIQUES

6. Do not overtake in the following situations/circumstances.
Diagram 3-143

Diagram 3-142

a. Dont attempt t© overake
when your view is blockad.

b, Dont attempt o overfake
whan your view is restricted:

Dingram 3-144 Dizgram 3-145

c. Donl try to overtake more d.  If the vehicle ahead suddenly
than one vehicle at a tima. ncreases  speed, do  nol
persisis in overtaking

e. If the vehicle in front suddenly signals to go or turm nghtl, do not
attempt to speaed up and overtake. Let it move (o the nght. You may
overtake it on the left if it 15 safe to do so

—{ 36—
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7. When you are being overtaken, always:

a. Reduce speed and cooperate b, Don't race with the overtaking
with the overtaking driver, Lel vahicle.
the wvehicle overtake safely
and with ease.

Dizgram 146 iagrant 3-147

Diagram 3-148 DHagram 1-145

c. Keep close o the left side if d. Dont try to overtake other
this is necessary. vehicles when you are being
overlaken,

REVERSING, DIRECTIONAL CHANGE AND PARKING
REVERSING

Although reversing is more difficult than forward driving, it can be
mastered with practice until you become confident  When reversing,
you won't feel your vehicle tuming with tha steering as you would when
moving forward and you have to wail for the slearing to take effect.

[

1. Do not sit as you would when driving
forward and wse your mirmors for reversing,
Turn slightly back on your left and hold
the steening wheel at the top (12 o'clock
position) with your right hand and at the
botlom (6 o'clock position) with your left
hand.

Hagram 3-150
IT this position is difficult, hold the stesring wheel with your right
hand at the top (12 o'clock position) and turn your body to the laft.
You can rest your left arm on the back of vour seat or the back
of the fronl passenger seal. You can remove your seat-belt whan
reversing but don't forgel to refasten it before driving forward.

Note: Check with your driving instructor whether this is allowed for

lhi practical lest

2. Siart by reversing in a straight line. Once you are proficient in
driving backwards in a straight line, then proceed to reversing round
comers and more complicated manoeuvres using poles as markers.
Practice until you are familiar with the exact degree of sleening
required to manoeuvre your vehicle to your desired path,

3. One method 1o improve your steering whila reversing is to practise by
slarting to reverse from a position where your vehicle is at an angle
Then reverse and steer your vehicle to a straightened position in as
short a distance as you can,

Dingram 3-151
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4. Remember, the secret 8 to ensure the wvehicle moves slowly
enough. This way the steering movements will have the grealest
effect. When you reverse slowly you'll have time for checks o the
front, side and rear,

To reverse slowly, engage the reverse gear, release the brake
and slowly releass the clutch until the “biting point” without using
the acceberator, Maintain the clutch at the "biting point” to slowly
reverse,  If required, lightly press the accelerator. Then use the
clutch "connecting and disconnecting” technique to mova, Lisa the
fool-brake if it is necessary (o stop.

a. . Engage raverse gear.
'“l ngag g
BE-
DiEagram H-EE
b [ Release fool-brake and release clutch slowly up
\“ lo “biting point” whilst maintaining right foot near

brake pedat.

L

Diageram 3-153

Step on accelerator lghtly if raquired.

%

Dingram 3-154

d. [ W Use the clulch "connect and disconnect” mathod to
{{ﬁ‘ adjust the reversing speed.
Diagram 3-155

& | ".u‘ Stop by braking smoothly when you have finishad
w TEVETSInG.
Diagram 3-158

|- SO
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5. Note that when you reverse around a comer the gap between your

vehicle and the kerb will be:
Diagram 3157

a. Wide if the initial gap
is narro,

6, Reversing a vehicle inlo |
a Narmow space raquires
the driver to have a good |
sanse of judgament and |
Ihe ability o visualize |
all four wheels whilst
sealed in the driver's
seal,

7. When reversing vyour
vehicle, make it a habit
o switch off your stereo
and lower a window 50
that you will be able to
hear any warning horms
from other drivers or
yells from pedesinans.

Diagram 3-158

b. Marrow If the inibal
gap is wide,

Disgram 3-159
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VERTICAL PARKING

When doing vertical parking, it is highly recommended that you reverse
into the parking lot, rather than drive in head first. This helps you drive
out easily instead of revarsing into raffic whan moving out,

Use guide poles to praclice reversing into a perpendicular parking lof, in

the following steps:

Diagram 3-161

Belfore stopping for the reversing

Manoeure;

a. Cheack your rear-viaw mirror.

b. Indicate your intenfion by
signalling.

c. Check the biind spot on your
left.

d. Posttion the rear of your
vehicle about half a vehicle
length ahead of the vertcal
parking lot and approximately
1.5 metre from the left kerb.

. Check that the way is clear,
then reverse slowly while
looking through the rear
windscreen  and the side
MIrOrs.

When the comer of the parking
lot is sighted in line with the rear
lefl lyre as seen in the laft mirror,
chack the nght of your vehicle for
any passing vaehicles and turn the
slearing wheel to the left fully.

Slowly reverse and check both side
mirrors to ensure safe clearance
batwean wour vehicle and the
kerbs on both sides whilst making
the necessary adjustments. Look
through your rear windscreen
whilst reversing,

3. When the rear of your vehicla is
almost paraliel o the kerb, tum
the steering wheel to its normal
siraight position and continue
ravarsing in a straight line,

Diagram 3162

4. Stop before the rear of your
vahicle is close to the kerb.

Diagram 3-163
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5 Use the same technigue

when you have o reverse
inta a parking fot between
other parked cars. In such
circumstances, use the nght
corner of Car X. When you
are able to see the right comer
of Car X in your left "gquarter-
window", turn your sleering
wheel fully to the lefi,

Mobe: Cuarter-window 15 The glass

betwean the window and
the rear windscrean, I S
usually Inangular in shape
[or masl cars

B. When moving out of tho

parking lot, check for traffic on
both sides of the road. When
you are sure it is safe, drive
your vehicla forward slowly
until your vehicle body is line
with the froni bumper of the
vehicle on the left. Turn the
steering whael fully to tha left
and drive oul showly.

When moving oul, stay in the
left most fane. do nol make a
wide tum into another lane,

DIRECTIONAL CHANGE

A directional change (sometimes referred 10 as “3 poinl tum”) means
manoeuvring your vehicle to face the opposite direction. Before you
turn, choose a place where there is plenty of room and no obstructions
on the road. The steps are as follows:

Step 1

d,

B, Position your vehicle in the cenlre
of the lane.

c.  Ensure that your vehicle is as far
forward as possible.

Step 2

a. Check that it is safe, then slowly
reverse by  “connecting  and
disconnecting” lhe clutch.

b, Look over your right shoulder

Gauge the appropnate position to
stop at.

and when you are able 1o see the
cormer of the kerlb through the rear
right window, lum the steering |
whiael 1o the right fully, Cheack the
front Ieft side of your vehicle and §
make sura thal the lurming space

is sufficient. .

Diagram 3-168
(s
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DHagram 3170

Step 4

a, Then drive forward until the
stearing wheel is in line with
the kerb or parking lot marking
and tum the steernng whaal
fully to the left and slowly
mova out of the opaning.

Step 3

a  When the rear of your vehicle is

aimost parallel 1o the kerb, turn
your steening wheel back to its
normal straight position.

Continua reversing slowly whila
looking through the rear screen.

Stop just before your wvehicle
reachas tha kerb.

Dingram 3171

b. When the side of your
vahicle is almost parailel lo
the side of the road, turn
the steering wheel to ils
normal straight position and

proceed straight.

i

PARALLEL PARKING

Parallel parking involves parking alongside a kerb between two other
parked vehicles. It can be difficult even for experenced drivers and
at times you may have to reverse inlo traffic which can be dangerous.
When practising, follow the steps listed below:

1. a. Do your safety checks before
slarting the manoeuvre.

b. Position your vehicle about 0.5
to 1 metre away from the kerb
and aboul 1 melre ahead of tha
parking lot.

o. Ensure thal your vehicle is
parallel to the kerb.

d. Look through  your  rear
windscreen to confirm that the
way behind your vehicle is clear
and starl reversing very slowly.

2. a When the rear of the wehicle is
0.5 metra passed the corner of
the karb, tumn the steering wheel
fully to the left and at the same
time look on the right side of you
vehicle for any passing vehicle,

b. Continue to reverss very slowly,

Diagram 3-173

. (a1




Diagram 3-175

3. When your vehicle forms an

angle of 45 degrees to the
kerh, tum the steering wheel
to its normal straight position
and continue o reverse in a
straight ine very slowly,

When your vehicle is half in
the lot and the front bumper
is in line with the front cormer
of the parking lot, turmn the
stearing wheel fully to the
right to bring the wvehicle
further into the lot.

a. Reverse very slowly while
looking through the rear
windscreen. ‘When your
vahicle is almost paraliel to
the kerb, tum the steering
wheel to the left quickly.

b, Stop betore your vehicles
touches the rear kerb.,

a. Drive forward while turning

the steering wheel back to
its normal straight position.

b. Stop your vehicle m the

cantre of the parking lot.

Diagram 3-176




Diagram 3178

Dingram 3179

7. To pull out of the lot, do the

safety checks and when it
i safe, drive forward wvery
slowly and turn the steering
whesal to the right. Just before
your vehicle touches the front
kerb, turn the steering wheel
guickly o the left. This is
in preparation for the next
MANCELVTE.

Very slowly reverse and tum
the sleerng wheel further
te the left. Just before your
vahicle touches the rear
kerb, wm the steering wheel
quickly to the right. Again this
i= in preparation for the next
MANOELUVTE.

9. Check that it is safe o move

out and wvery slowly dnve
forward and turn the staering
wheel further to the right.

10, a. When the front of the

vehicle clears the front
kerb, tum fthe sieering
wheaol toits normal siraight
position while maintaining
a 1 melra gap from the
kerb as you drive out of
the lot.

b. Do not make oo wide a
tumn when moving oul.
This will manoauvre your
vehicle furlher oul into the
lane on the outer righl

Diagram 3= 181

-
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11. When doing parallel parking between other parked vehicles, follow
the same sleps. Imagine the position of the rear bumper of the
vehicle in front (vehicle ) as the comer of the front kerb and the
pasition of he front bumper of the vehicle in the rear (vehicle Z) as
guldes when driving cul.

Diagram 3-182

12, Itis an offence to parallel park your vehicle against the flow of traffic,

Hiagram 183

When a vehicla turns
(left or right) the rear
wheels will pull closer
to the kerb than the
front wheel. Be extra
cautious of the rear
sides of your vehicle
when driving thraugh
a turn on a narrow
COUTSE.

Diagram 1-164 Diagram 3-185

1. Il is therefore necessary to adjust the position of your vehicle before
negotiating the bend to prevent your vehicle from mounting aor hitting

the kerb.

a. LEFT BEND

Diagram 3-186 Diagram 3-187

Adjust the position of your vehicle more to the
right.
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b, RIGHT BEND Diagram 3-188

Dlagram 3188

Adjust the position of your vehicle more 1o the
left.

2. When you negoliale a sharp bend, the body of your vehicle will
appear lo prolrude beyond the course when viewed from the driver's
seal, However, your vehicle will siay on course provided that you
are aware of the position of the fronl wheels of your vehicle and can
visLialise the path to be taken.

Diagram 3-134

Dizgram 3-191

3. In a namow course, you may not be able to negotiate the turn
smoothly if you tum (oo early or too late into a bend.

Diagram 3-1%2 Diagram 3-1583

The rear wheel will hit or mount
the kerb il you turn too early.

Tha front wheel will hit or mount
the kerb if you turn too lale,

C



6. Before negoliating a narrow course, take a good look in the distance
at the enlire course and then decide and visualise the path of travel
you Intend o lake:

4. To correct this error, reverse your vehicle to its enginal position and
repaal the rn,

Diagram 3-194 Diagram 3-193

Look through the rear windscreen  When reversing, look periodically
1o have a complele view of the rear 1o the front fo sea whether you

whean raversing. have enough space to move
forward.

5. Maintain a low speed by changing down lo the 2™ or 17 gear. Use
the “connecting and disconnecting clutch” lechnigue to keep a low

Diagram 3-197

Diagram 3198
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SECTION 3 BASIC DRIVING TECHMIOUES

Esergency Stop J

EMERGENCY STOP

In an emergency, you must react guickly to bring your vehicla fo a
stop in the shortest possible distance while maintaining control of your
vehicle, Your vehicle will not stop immediately even if you slam hard on
the brakes.
1. The stopping distance depends on:

a. The spead you'ra going.

b, Wheather you're travelling on a lavel road, uphill or downhill.

c. The weather and the condition of the road

d. The condition of the vehicle brakes and tyres

& Your ability as a driver, especially the reaction lime whan
applying the brakes. From the moment you realise the nead
to react until the time the vehicle stops complately, the vehicle
would have travelled some distance,

2. The stopping distance dividas inlo twao:

a, The reaction distance (or thinking distance) and

b, The braking distance.

— 108}

Diagram 3-199

3. The appropriate distances for rapid stopping when travelling at the
different speeds ara listed in the table below:

RAPID STOPPING DISTANCES (APPROXIMATE)
L IH . Reaction Distance and Braking Distance in Metres
100

Diagram 3-200

4. When applying the brakes in an emergency, always:

a, Haold the steering wheel firmly with both hands to keep it straight.
This is the most crucial moment that requires the driver to have
the greatest possible control of the steering,

b. Awvoid braking too hard as this may cause the wheels o lock,
which can cause skidding

c. Step on the brake pedal first and when the vehicla is almost
coming to a complete stop, then step on the clutch pedal.

LY
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ADVERSE CONDITIONS 2. When driving in I?Eld wﬁa!her conditions, be extra cautious and
observe the following rules:

Good and safe driving involves the use of most of your senses. Having
a good grasp and knowledge of the physical aspects of your vehicle is
simply nol enough. You must cultivate an awarenass of the environmenl
and lo become a good drver, be able lo anticipate, analyse and act

. : : e . b, Turn on your headlights - this will help you see better and will
:;I?Qﬂmi ;rhen faced with adverse dnving conditions, which Include make you more visible 1o others.

8. Slow down so that you can maintain control of your vehicle and
drive safaly

1. Wealher-conditions: ¢,  Don't out-drive the actual distance that you can see property.

2. Light conditions, d. Lise the demister to get rid of tha misl on the windscreen.

&. If you cannot see clearly, move to a safe spot and stop on the
roadside. Switch on the hazard lights and proceed only when
conditions improve.

3. Traffic conditions.

4. Foad condifions.

=g e 3. Rain makes road surfaces slippery and tyre grip is reduced. Give

2 Ears condition. yourself plenty of time and distance for slowing down and stopping.

On a wel road, allow at least double the braking distance for a

dry road. On a wet road when you step hard on the brakes, the

WEATHER CONDITIONS wheels will lock and your vehicle may skid or spin. If the wheeals are

locked, release the brake pedal immediately and apply the onioff

(intermittent) braking technique until the vehicle comes to a complata

stop. You should therefore drive at slower speed on a wel road and
Dlagram &1 Diagram #-2 Diagram 4-1 avoid putling yourself or others inlo dangerous circumstances.

1. Adverse weather conditions create challenging road conditons,
reduced wisibility and the ability for you to be seen.

4, Agreal danger in very wel weaather is the build-up of water betwaen
the road surface and the tyres. As a result, your vehicle actually
glides on a thin film of watar as your tyres lose contact with the road
surface. Even good tyres cannot grip in this circumstance. This is
called “aquaplaning”.

Diagram 4-4
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Weathir Conchlions

SECTION 4 DRIVING IN TRAFFIC

5

The faster your speed on a wet road, the more likely you are to
aguaplane. You must therefore, keep your speed low and watch for
water pooling on the road surface. When you're aquapianing, you
will have no control at all over the steering or braking. Even at lower
speeds, if the frant and rear wheels on one side hit a patch of deeper
waler, your vehicle may swerve due to the additional resistance on
that side

Dingram £-5

Another reason for keeping your speed low on wet roads is the
spray (amount of water) thrown up by other vehicles. At times. even
wipers opearating at full speed cannot keep the windscreen clear and
this will resull in you being tempaorarily blinded to conditions ahead.

Diagram 4-6

—{n}
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Wieather nundmumJ

7.

10

11.

Avoid flooded roads and use an allemative route. When going
throuwgh flooded roads is unavoidable, stop and assess how deep
the waler is. Don’t just drive through i1 [f il is passable, engage a
lower gear to go through it. This keeps the engine turning faster,
which reduces your chance of stalling. To cross safely, wait until
other cars ahead go through the water and clear it. If they stall, you
will not be stuck behind them in the water.

Diagram 4-T7

After going through the flooded stretch, your
wvehicle brakes may become mushy and

ineffective. Pump your brakes several times 4 j

to dry the brakes until you feel the brakes are

effective. Then continue driving normmally. - o
Diagram 4-8

The brakes can also be dried by stepping on the

brake pedal with you left foot while stepping on '\k
the accaleralor with the right foot. 'l._\%‘
\ ¥ <
e |
Diagram 4-9

Al night, it is difficull 1o ascertain the depth of flood water. If you are
nol sure, turn back and lake an alternative route or wait for a high
verhicle like a truck o go through o check the water level,

some highways and roads have exposed stretchas thal are subject
to strong crosswinds. The effact can vary from a pull on Lhe sleering
wheel to a clear wander into the path of ancither vehicle. Be alerl
for the effects of wind. Slow down and drive cauticusly under such
circumstances.

D
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LIGHT CONDITIONS

1. Light affects your vision, be it too Iittle or too much. The glare from
the sun or light reflected off other vehicles or objects can dazzle or
cause temporary blindness.  Protect yvourself, lower the sun visor
when it is very bright {especially when emerging from a tunnel) or
wear a pair of sun glasses.

Diagram 410
2. Turn on your vehicle's headlights when driving betwaen 7pm and
Tam. You should also drive at a slower speed at night than you
would during the day.

Diagram 4-11
3. When you are dazzled by the headiights of an oncoming vehicle,
ook up and bayond and slightly to the left of the oncoming lights.
Use the edge of the road as a guide to help you, Slow down and
stop at the side of the road if vou're blinded lempararily,

)

(Hagram 412

RREY - —

SECTION 4 DRIVING IN TRAFFIC Light Comdibions

4. Dip your headlights whan there 15 oncoming traffic

Ciagram 4-13

Always dip your headlights when you'rg driving behind another
vehicle. Otherwise the beam from your vehicle headlights will be
refliected in the front vehicle's rear-view mirror and dazzle the driver

(#3]

af that wehicle.

Dizgram 4-14

T

0

1&
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6. Usa your highbeam when approaching bends in poor visibility, This
will make your presence and approach known 1o other road usars
well in advance.

Diagram 4-17

7. Al night, your external visibility is reduced when yvou switch on the
interior lights of your vehicla. It is unsale; don'l dnve with the internal
lights swilched on

{15t
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 Traltc Conditeons SECTION 4 DRIVING IN TRAFFIC SECTION 4 DRIVING IN TRAFFIC
B. It is dangerous o overdrive your headlights. You are overdriving 3. Traffic is normally slow and heavy in urban areas and faster in the
if the speed at which you're driving i s0 fast that your stopping suburbs. However it is relatively light in rural areas. As a driver, it
distance is further than you can see with your headlights. Reflective ts your responsibility to be attentive and careful whilst on the road,
road signs can mislead you inlo believing you can sea further than regardless of the traffic conditions.
you really can, The approximate range of an average headlight on
highbeam is 100 melras.
ROAD CONDITIONS
1. As a driver, you should be able o read the road and adjust your
vehicle spaed to sull the road conditions. Your decisions and
reaction should be based on;
o dangar
nrag
a. The road width.
RIS LITER b. The type of road surface.
Diagram 4-18 c. The road contour
TRAFFIC CONDITIONS d. The possible hazards and dangers ahead,
1. Traffic conditions are nol the same evarywhere and vary even for 2. Rural roads lack the engineering advances that we see on modem

the same place depending on the day, time and weather, Traflic
may be heavy or light and the spead of other vehicles may also
vary. You must cooperale and drive with the traffic to keep the flow
smoaoth.

Always adjusl your speed to the general flow of traffic and the
situation on the road. Circumstances and traffic patterns change
as you travel from city to the outskirts and to small lowns and rural

areds.

Diagram 4=19

highways. Many are old, narrow and originally designed for slower
speads.  Such roads may be paved with many different materials.
The traction of each surface varies with weather conditions. Some
roads are not paved al all. When driving on such surfaces, your
following distance from the fronl vehicle should be greater than
when driving on paved and level roads. The risk of "side slipping” is
greater on sandy or gravel roads. Engage a lower gear and avoid
rapid acceleration, hard braking or sharp steering. Use the on-off
braking technique.

R R T Ty et
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Diaggream 4-21
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3.

If your vehicle skids sideways al the rear, steer in the direction of the

skid.

Diagram 4-23

CH 9 A o
——— "\EE . ¥
Dlagram 4-22

Dingram 4-24

4.

Drive slowly on roads with
uneven surfaces.

5.

Reduce your speed aven
further and proceaed slowly
when encountering  pot-
holes.

! SECTION 4 DRIVING IN TRAFFIC

6. You  would probably have
axperiencad the feeling of baing
“pulled” outward when rounding a
curve ina vehicle. The faster the
vehicle goes round the curve, the
stronger this force is. Known as
the “Centrifugal Force”, it has tha
zame effect on a vehicle and will
push it out of its travel path and

| the vehicle will go into a spin. To

avoid this, you must slow down
when going round a bend. The

diagram below (Diagram 4-28)

indicates the appropriate speead

as well as the unsafe speed for
each tuming radius.

Dipgram 4-25
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Diagram 4-26
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1,

DRIVING UPHILL

Just before you drive up a slope or an
incline, accelerate 1o a speed higher
than when driving on a level road to

go up the slope.

Diagram 4-27

If your vehiche slows down or [oses
power, change down to & lower gear
and accelerate.

Diagram 4-28

If the slope {or hill) is steep. change
down to the second gaar bafore going
up. It is difficull to change gears on
a steep slope and your vehicle may
roll backwards. Remember, driving
too close lo the front vehicle is .
dangemusl Dimgram 4-29

Be extra cautious when approaching the crest of a hill as you will not
be able to see other road users approaching from the opposite side,
Keep to the left and drive slowly. Don't drive too close lo the front
vehicla,

Diagram 4-30

DRIVING DOWNHILL

1. Engage the most appropriate gear before you start descending,

Disgram 4-31 Diagram 4-32

a. Whenon alow downhill siope, b, When on a steep downhill
use the third or second gear. slopa, use he second or first
CEar,

2. When travelling downhill for long distances use “engine-braking”
instead of the foot-brake. Overuse of the fool-brake will cause the
brakes to overhaal and reducs the lifespan of the brake pads. The
fool-brake should be used only when necessary

Diagram 4-33 Diagram 4-34

=

d.  Shor distance downhill b, Long distance downhill

3. Remember that when youre descending, the wehicle that is
ascending has the rght of way, When you're descending, keep a
longer dislance from the front vehicla.

{120
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Driver's Canditian J

—| 122}

1,

PARKING ON A SLOPE

When parking on a slope, position your vehicle
close to the kerb or edge of the road and engage
the handbrake fully.

...

Diagram 4-35
When facing uphill 3. When facing
tum the fronl dowenhill, turn
wheels outward the front wheels
jaway from the inwards {towards
kerb) so that if the kerb).
your vehicle rolls
downwards, it will
hit the kerb and
slop.

Diagrom 4-36

Always engage the 1st gear when you park facing
uphill.

Diagram 4-348

Engage the reverse gear when you park facing
downhill,

Diagram 4-39

When necessary, use a wedge as an additional
stopper o prevent your vehicle from rolling
downwards,

Diagram 4-40

Don't park your vehicle on a slope thal is very
staep.

X

Diagram 4-41

1.

DRIVER'S CONDITION

Your ability to drive safely is determined by both your physical and
mental well-being. These constitute:

a. Your vision,

b, Your physical health

€. Your mantal haalth.

d, The consumplion of alcohol, drugs and medication.

Most of your decisions as a driver are based on whal you see and
when you see it. You nead lo see far enough ghead to clearly
read traffic signals and signs 1o allow you to make adjustments in
spead and your path of travel to avoid potential hazards, To do this
effectively, do not keep your eves focused on a parlicular object
lenger than necassary. Keep your eyas moving every few seconds,
Glance at the mirrors every five to ten seconds. This will keep you
aware of the ever-changing situation and around you when you're
driving.

Fatigue severely affects your reaction time and decision making
abilities and il can set in slowly. Some physical symptoms of fatigue

are drowsiness, blurred or double vision, slow reaction, lack of

coordination and problems judging distances and spead. Don't
drive whean:

a.  You have such symploms.
b.  You are firad.
c. You ara injured,

d.  You ara not well,
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4. One of the most powerful emotions that

LF. g

can effec! driving is anger. Do nol be
tempted to take out your aggression on
the road. Anger and irritation can cause
mistakas and mistakes lead 1o accidents.
When angry, cool down before you get in
the vehicle. Don't jump into your vahicle
when you're steaming with rage. Stress
o0 can cause adrenaline “rushes”, muscle
lension, increased breathing and heart
rate, sweaty palms and headaches. If you
have to drive, keep your thoughts on your
driving and nol what is causing you the
siress. Worry and anxiety too affect your
mantal state. These can all lead lo rash
decision making and careless driving. Diagram 4-43

Alcohol can affect your driving ability even at a low BAC (Blood
Alcohol Concentration).  Your reactions become slow and poor
judgement appears. Driving skills deleriorate and reasoning is less
reliable. Your coordination, balance, vision, hearing and speech are
all affected. If you consume alcohal, don't drive, It is dangerous.

Driving under the influence of alcohol is an offence. 1f suspected,
you are subject to a breath analyser test.  Any driver with a BAC
exceeding 80mg per 100ml of blood is presumed incapable af
driving safely and may be charged for drunk driving.

There are severe penaliies for drunk driving. Offenders will be
charged in court. First ime offenders face a fine and/or a jail sentence
plus a minimum of 16 months suspension. The penallies Increase
for repeat offenders, Offenders must then reapply and relake both
the basic theory lest and practical driving test after the SUSpansion
pariod.

Drugs too have a similar effect. If you're on medication, check with
your doctor if the prescrbed medication will affect your ability to
drive, Don't drive unless you're certain that the medication will not
affect your driving ability

I SECTION & DRIVING IN TRAFFIC Intecaction With Other Fisae Usars J

INTERACTION WITH OTHER ROAD USERS

1. We all have places to get to and want to arrive there safely. To do
50, you must:

a. Have a complete knowledge of and comply with the Highway
Code,

b. Cooperate and help each other, IUwon’t hurt you to let somebody
in from a side road or another lane.

c. Cooperation is not just limited to other car drivers. You need to
share the road with pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclisis, rucks
and buses,

d.  Watch oul for hazards and react appropriately.

e. Don't take the mistakes of other drivers personally - remembser
it's a mistake, nol a parsonal attack.

. If you make a mistake while driving,
acknowledge it

g. Avoid the kKind of driving that
i) Gives offence to other road users.
i} Provokes reaction.

ji} Creates dangerous silualions,

Dizgram 4-44

4 —— {128
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THE VEHICLE IN FRONT

.

b, Observe every vehicle, especially the vehicle in fronl of you.

G,

d,

When driving, always:

Position your vehicle on the road so that you can see the whole
picture, including most of whal the drivar of the front vehicle can

s8&.

Be on the look out for changes to the siluation/circumstances

on the road.

Keap a look out for the brake and indicator lights on the vehicies
al your front. This will help give you sufficient warning o react

guickly and appropriately.

Diagram 1-45

N

Diagram d-IE.

2. Maintain a safe following distance. Do not tallgate. Tailgating means
following the vehicle in front of you too closely, It is dangerous as

& Your wview and range of
vision will be obscured by
the front vehicle.

b, If the front vehicle stops
suddenly you will not be
able to react quickly enough
and will cause a colllsion,

Diagram 4-43

c. You will make the driver of
the front wehicle nervous
and edgy. This could result
in mistakes, leading to an
accident.

Diagram 4-49

d. If you are being followed oo closely by the vehicle behind, do
not let it pressure you Into acceleraling bayond the speed limit.
Instead. slow down and signal the driver to overtake you,

—— "I.\.Iﬂl



[‘nﬂ'atﬂa In Front SECTION 4 Il!ll’h'illi:lﬁ m: l SECTION 4 DRIVING IN TRAFFIC ﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂhu‘wrﬁuuj
3. Always keep a good separation distance between you and the 5. Always be aware of the traffic behind you by chacking your mirrors
vihicle in front. This will help prevent you colliding info it. To be every now and then, Dan't swing out of your lana or stop suddenty.
safe, allow a space of at least one car length for every 16kmih of Communicale your intentions clearly, Give the comact signals,
your spead. to make the driver behind you aware of your intentions well in
advance.

Diagram 4-50

Another reliable mathod of checking your following distance is to
use the “Two-Second Rule”. Pick a fixed object ahead such as
a lree, sign or lamp post. Count the number of $econds that pass
between the tima that the vehicle ahead of you passes this object
and the time that you pass it. Use the full seconds: *One thousand
and one, one thousand and twa®. If you reach the landmark before
you finish counting to “two”, you are driving too closely to the vehicle
in front and it is necessary to put more separation distance between
you and the front vehicle. This rule can be used regardiess of your

Diagram 4-51

Diagram 4-53

— .

1.

THE ONCOMING VEHICLE

Events can happen at the same time or in quick succassion.
Therefore, you must always look far ahead and assess the road
situation in frant of you and anticipate patential problems you might
have with an oncoming vehicla,

If the oncoming vehicle moves into your
path, you should slow down and move
to the lefl. Il necessary, stop o give the
ancoming vehicle ample space to pass.

| should
slow
down
and
give way

{124
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Statinrary Yehicles J

STATIONARY VEHICLES

1. When passing a bus-stop. be alert and
preparad for pedestrians  (especially
school children) who may dash oul from
ihe front of a bus or between buses

2. When passing a parked
vehicle, always be prepared
in case the vehicle pulls out.
The indicalors for this are
the presence of a driver in
the vehicle and a smoking
axhaust. Be ready (o siow
down or stop if necassary.

3. When passing parked vehicles,
be alert for drivers or passengers
suddenly opening their vehicle door,
Keep a space cushion of about 1 metre
betwean your vehicle and the parked
vehicles,

Diagprar 4-E4

130 —

4. Do not weave in and out when there are sevaral slalionary vehiclas
on thiz laft kana. Instead, use the next lane on the right and move
back to your original lane after you have passad all the vehicles.

Diagram £41

5. Give way to oncoming vehicles when passing stationary vehicles on
a lwo-way road.

| must
give way

[ Dlagram 4-62

[|El]
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4,

TRAFFIC JAMS

1. When stuck in a traffic jam, always
he patient; displaying anger or
sounding the hormn will not help
egase the congesbion.

2. Do not weave in and out of
slow moving traffic. Stay in
your lane.

3. Be courtecus o dnvers along
the minor roads waiting to join
the major road traffic. Give
them space to filter in,

—

Diggram 4-65

— 1R — O

Although you cannot do anything to ease
traffic jams, you should

el

Plan your travel route before you
move out. Use a good and updated
street directory (like the Mighty Minds
Street Directory). An updated strest
directory will help you plan better.

Avoid taking roads that are usually
congested at that howr.

Give yoursalf sufficient tima for each
tripy. This will help you be more patient
and less anxious.

Listen to the news or traffic broadcasts
in your vehicle. This will help provide
real time information on congestion
and roads to avoid.

When driving on expressways, ook
out for the Traffic Information Display
(TID) and be prepared to changs your
route depending on the message.

Route planning based on real time
information will help give you a
smooth and safe journay and you will
raach your destination without getting
edqgy or frustrated,

Diagrarm 467

Diagram 4-65

i v W e
e Taw

Diagram 4-70

— (133
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OBSTACLES

Diagram 4-72

Diagram 4-71

-

F IS

1. Be extra cautious when 2 Reduce your speed so that

approaching areas where you can stop safely al least
there are road works. Look one vehicle langth from the
out for workers, machinery, ocbstacle if the need arisas.
equipment and debris.

Dingram 2-73 Diagram 4-74

3. Keep a gap of al leasl 0.5 4. Keep a gap of at least 1.5
metre from a fixed obstacle metre when passing mowving
when passing il, vehicles.

—{(1ad) -
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PEDESTRIANS

1.

The term pedestrian refers o any person who uses or crosses
a roadway on foot or by means of a self propelled device other
than a bicycle. It includes people who walk, run, jog, skateboard,
rollerblade, use wheelchairs, walkers or crutches. A dismounted
cyclist is also a pedestrian.

Remamber, as a driver you
are safely enclesed in the
metallic shell of your vehicle,
pedestrians  only have so
much protection as their
clothes provide, Hence,
pedestrians are the most
vulnerable group of road
users.  When involved in
accidents, pedesirians often
suffer serious  injuries or
death, As a driver, it is your
responsibility to protect them,

Diagram 4-78

.
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3. Young children are especially
prone to accdents, Compared
to adults, childrens' |udgement
of distances and vehicle speeds
poor. They are also impulsive,
playful and oblivious to the
dangers on the road.

You must therefore, be exira
careful when driving near schools,
playgrounds, a stationary school bus,
ice-cream sellers, other road-side
vandors and residential areas. Be
an the look-out for children who may
dash or run across the road.

Diagram &-77

4, The elderly and the handicapped too are prone lo accidents when
using the roads. Medical science has proven that an elderly parson
will have:

Diagram 4-78 Diagram 4-13

b. Hearing difficulty.

a, Poor vision.

d. Slow reflexes and
a weak body.

This group of road users react slowly to traffic situations. Give them
time and space to cross the road. Stop if necessary. They may not be
able to cross in time at a pedesirian crossing; be patient and wait for
them to cross even f the red man signal comes on. Don't intimidate
them by revving your engine.

5. Joggers often want to maintain thair
momenium instead of stopping
for traffic and may run across the
road without thinking. People do
not always make sound decisions
when they are tired, so be alert and
give way to them.

6. Although jaywalkers can be booked
and fined, many pedesitians
disregard ftraffic rules and the
danger that they pul themselves B e
into. Always keep a look-out for
them, Don't intimidate them by
driving very near 1o tham.

fa. Pedesinans have tha right of way
at zebra crossings. These appear |
with flashing amber lights and
whita zigzag markings which serve
as advance indicators of a zebra
crossing ahead.

7b. When approaching a zebra
crossing, slow down and stop
before the stop-line if there are " Dlagram 4-83
pedestrians crossing, waiting 1o
cross or very close o the crossing
point.

= — T
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11. When you are near or al a pedestrian crossing which is at a controlled
junction:

B. Do not park, wait, overtake or
accelorate within the stretch of
the road having the zigzag line

marking. Diagram 4-88

Dizgram 4-27

Diagram 4-84

9, When you see a vehicle slowing down or is stationary al a crossing, g e L
it is an indicator that thera are pedestrians crossing or aboul 1o cross

the road. Slow down and approach very cautiously and if necassary

ha stop-ine. ;
slop before the stop-ling a. Observe the movement of b. Always give way 0

pedestrians. pedestrians even il the

"greenman” signal changes

| to red and they're clill
Crossing.

Diagram 4-59

10, Look oul for pedestrians when Wrning
into & side road,

Dagram 4-86 c. Do nol block thair passage.

—{1a8) i (129
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12.

13

14,

lf there are pedesirians standing
on the road divider, slow down and
keep a safe distance betweaean them
and your vehicle. Do not drive too
close to them, this may frighten
them and force them fo move
backwards into the path of vehicles
on the other side of the divider in
order o avoid you.

On a road where there 5 no
pavernent or pedestrian foolpath, do
not drive close to the pedestrians,

In circumsatances where pedestrians
are facing the traffic, maintain a gap
of at least 1 metre from them.

Diagram 4-92

15, When pedestrians are facing the

16.

traffic direction (e you sea their
back), maintain a gap of at least 1.5
metres fram them.

Drive slowly when driving through
puddies of water o prevent the
water from spraying or splashing
onto pedestrians in the vicinity.

= 1}
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Diagram 4-54
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. 4, Give even more rmom to cyclists
CYCLISTS when they are camying a heawvy
weight or a pillion. This makes them
unsteady and wobbly and they may
ride into your path or even hit the
side of your vehicle,

Cyclists ride on all types of roads except expressways. Bicycles are
used for both transportation and recreation by peaple of all ages and
sizes; you should expect 1o find them almost anywhere, Bacausea they
rde close to traflic, cyclisls are vulnarable o injury in a collision. As a
driver, il is your special responsibility 1o pay attention to them and 1o
provide for their salely.

1. When sharing the road with cyclists, Dingram 4-98

expect sudden moves on their part at all
times. A patch of oil, debris, a pothole, an
opening door of a parked car and other
hazards can force a cyclist to swerve
suddenly into your path.

5. Just before tuming:
Disgram 4-99 Diagram 4-100

2. When approaching or passing a
cyclist, give him'her ample space
and be extra alert. Be prepared to
slow down or stop. When a cyclist
glances back, it is an indication
that he/she may change direction
anylime.

i. Check your mirrors and blind ii.  Watch outforcyclists betwaen
spots. your vehicle and the kerb.
Diagrizm 4-101
ii. Don't make a sudden sharp tum,
you may knock down a cyclist.

3. Look out for cyclists riding against
tha flow of mwaffic especially at
residential areas.

Diagram 4-97

—z) {1a3—




o

SECTION 4 DRIVING IN TRAFFIC l 'SECTION & DRIVING IN TRAFFIC

ey

6. When overtaling, keepa safe gap between

your vehicle and the cyclisl. Don't cul in
sharply afler overtaking the cyclist. This
could resull in your vehicle "side brushing”
or hithing the cyclist.

After parking, look out for cyclists coming
up from behind before opening your
vehicle door,

MOTORCYCLISTS
1.

Motorcycles are more  powerful than
many other vehicles and are capable
of incredible speed and acceleration.
Motorcyclists are also direclly exposed
to the sun, rain and wind. Noize from
their own engine and wind reduces their
hearing ability. Like cyclists, they have no
protection in a collision, Slippery patches
and other debris on the road can cause
them to lose control of their motoreycles,
Slow down and stop if necessary.

Diagram 4-104

2. Often, drivers fail to spot motorcycles due to their small size and fast

speed. Train yourself to look out for motorcycles when you drive,
Give way to them as they are very vulnerable and don't insist on the
right of way.

Maoloreycles have relatively small side-view
mirrors which offer a limited field of vision and
are oflen vibrating. When you are behind a
molorcyclist, assume that he cannot see you.

Diagram 4-105

When puliing out from a stationary position,
remember that motorayclisls may not be awara
of your intentions, Allow them 1o pass befora
you pull oul.

When you intend to slow =5
down or stop, be aware of
any tailgating motorcyclists.
Indicate your intention by
signalling early to avoid being
hit at the rear. You can also step
on your brake lightly to alert the Diagram 4-107
driverinder behind you thal you intend to slow down or 5%511

Nole: Even slepping lightly on the brake will lurn on the brake lights
and this wall alert the driver / nder behind you

[" e h
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6. Oncoming motorcyclists may sway

— 1B

into your path at a bend. Give them
space by keeping to your lafl.

When being passed by a motoroychist,
maintain your lane position and spesd.
Be aware lhat motorcycle turn signals
are usually not self cancelling and a
signal may be “left over” from an earlier
manoeuvre. Do not assume thal a
signalling molorcyclist is preparing 1o
turm, 30 you can suddenly pass on (he
rider’s left or right.

Before you change directions, always
check your "blind spols”,

Diagram 4-110

4, Be caufious when passing a motorcyclist with a pillicn or a heavy
waight {eg. newspapers), any wrong movement of the pillion can
throw off the motorcycle or compel the molorcyclist to make erratic
manoauvres to recover balance and stability.

DHagram 4-111
EMERGENCY VEHICLES

Look and listen for emergency vehicles like Police, Fire Engine,
Ambulance and Paramedics on motorcycles.  You should try to keep
out of their way. Check where they are coming from; bahind {mirrors),
ahead or across your path. Give way by moving to the left, slow down
or stop, but do not endanger other road users. Even if their sirens are
not sounding or lights are nol flashing, give way lo them. The sooner
these emergency vehicles reach their post, the sooner they can attend
fo other emergenciss,

.- I
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Diagram 4-114 ﬁl-tgram 3115
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. b. Should the goods on the vehicle fall off, you will not have
LARGE VEHICLES sufficient reaction time to avoid or come 10 a stop.
1. Large vehicles are sasy 1o see, but their enormous size makes il = Ei

them a far greater hazard to motorists than padestrians, bicycles or
motorcycles. Accidents involving large vehicles are more often very
sarious or fatal, The bigger a vehicle is:

The slower its acceleration.

The more room it needs to manoeuvre.

The larger it's blind spots.

The longer it takes to stop, passad or be overtaken,

oo oW

2. Most people think that since large vehicle drivers sit much higher

than other drivers, they can see better. However, because of their
size, they have larger blind spots. Always increase your following
distance when driving behind large vehicles, This is the only way
you will be able to see the road beyond the large vehicle. If you're
too close behind a large vehicle,

a, Your view of the
road ahead will
he obscured,

Your ability o
sae and plan
ahead can only
be improved if
you keep back.

Diagram 4-116

3. Large vehicles may lake a course that seems
incorrect to you. For example, moving out to
the right before twiming left. They may nol
be able to make the um without first moving
outwards due lo lthe length of the vehicle.
Remember, don'l attempt to pass them on
the side which they intend to tum into.

Deagram 4-118

4, When you pass or are passed by a large vehicla, remember Lo
compansate for the wind effect that occurs. The vehicle itself can
generate air currents that may rock your vehicle, or it can tlemporarily
block crosswinds, The relurn of strong gusts once your vehicle has
separated may sway your vehicle.

Diagram 4-119

H]il{!
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EXPRESSWAY

Expressways differ from ordinary roads in that they're designed to help
traffic travel faster and in greater safely. This puts greater demands
on both driver and vehicle. Traffic travelling faster means that traffic
situations change more rapidly. You need to be alert and have more
concentration when driving on the expressways.

1. The following vehicles are prohibited on expressways so that the
flow of traffic is not impeded:

Bicycles and lricycles.
Invalid carriages.
Tnshaws.
\Vehicies driven by leamer drivers.
Motorcycles with side-cars.
Vans with three wheels.
Low trailers.
Ready mix concrete trucks,
Road rollers.
Forklifts.
Mobile cranes.
Road pavers.

. Tractors.
Excavalors.
Dumpers.
Bull dozers.
Wheel loaders.
Mabile concrate pumps.
Hydrant dispensers.
Graders.

~ETrre Spap R

LS R = . <

2. When joining an expressway:

a

Signal your intention when you are on the acceleration lane
(slip road leading to the expressway).

Adjust your speed to that of the traffic already on the expressway.

Take a quick glance if necessary to verify the position of other
vahicias.

Give prionty to traffic already on the expressway.
Merge where there is a suitable gap in the left lane.

Try o avoed stopping at the end of the acceleration lane unless
quauing o join other slow-moving vehicles,

Don't force your way into the traffic stream.

Don't drive alang the shoulder.

Diagram 4-1240

— 1161
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3. When on the expressway: 4. On the expressway. adjust your speed to maltch the speed limit of
the expressway or the speed limit of your vehicle. (Goods vehicles
a. You need to use your mirrors frequently and much earlier, and heavy vehicles have a vehicle speed limil. )
Because of the higher speeds on expressways, thay are even
mare important. a. The speed imit on expressways 15 usually B0km’h, At some
1 locations, due to design construction and safety, itis reduced lo

TOkmdhor BOkmdh.

b, The faster the traffic, the more time and space you need for
avery driving action
i} You must give yourself greater margins than on ordinary
oads.
i) Make sure there's enough space between you and the
vehicle in fronl,

. Diagram 4-121

b. Always try o avoid staying where you mighl be in another
vehicle's blind spots, This is important especially if the other
vehicle is a large vehicle.

Diagram 4-123

5 As you drive, note your vehicle speed
every now and then by glancing at the
speedometer. Do not weave in and out of

! traffic or race with other drivers.

Diagram 4-122
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Unlese you're overlaking another
vehicla, don't use the lane on the
extreme right. It is for overtaking and
emergency vehicles. Il you have o
use it, move back Lo the inner lane a5
goon as it is safe o do so.

Hogging is a selfish act that slows the
flow of traffic and causes olher faster
maving vehictes 1o make the dangerous
manoeuvre of overtaking from the lefl.
Therefore, vehicles travelling slowly
should keep to the left and not hog the
centre lane or outer lanes

Diagram 4-126

8. Daon’l slop or park your vahicle on the expressway or on the shoulder.

Driving on the road shoulder of an expressway is an offence.

You can however stop or park on the shoulder of an expressway in

the avent of an accident or a vehicle breakdown,

10,

Diagram 4-127

Don't let down or pick up passengers on an expressway,

When leaving an expressway, plan
well ahead, especially on thres or
fourdane expressways. Use the
road signs and markers to help you
time your exit. Signal left and move
into the left-mosl lane. Once you
are there, slow down o & speed (hat
iz appropriate for the slhip road you
are joining.

If you miss your intended exit, do not
stop suddenly and reverse. Instead
move on 1o the next axit.

Do not cut straight across into the
slip road.

iagra 4123
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1

Do not move to the left more than one lane at a
time,

1 ¥
Diagram 4-1%%

Do not cut across at the last momen! especially from the second
lane of a three or four-lane expressway.,

If your vehicle breaks down an the expressway, turn on the hazard
lighls and push it off the traffic lanes and onlo the shoulder. Do not
go onto the fraffic lanes and make sure that your passengers too
keep clear from there. Display your breakdown sign at least 20
matres or more behind your vehicle as a warning vehicle indicalor,
Seek help immediately to have your vehicle towed away., Any
vehicle, aven when it is on the shoulder becomes a hazard,

Diagram 4-130

EMERGENCIES

Mechanical failures can lead to emergencies if your vehicle is in motion
when the malfunction occurs. |f your brakes or steering fail, you may
be at risk of a coliision. Blow-ouls can cause you to lose control of
your car. Loss of traction due o weather or bad road conditions can
cause skidding. Battery and other system failures can leave you
stranded. Regardless of how alerl you are or how well you take care of
your vehicle, you must be prepared to handle the unexpected and the
unusual emergency. Knowing whal o do in these situations can mean
the difference between life and death.

1. i your vehicle malfunctions unexpectedly while driving, the most
impartant action is to retain control of the vehicle. Make other road
users aware by using your hom, turning on the headlights and
hazard lights. Move your vehicle to the side of the road after looking
at the mirrors o check that it is safe to do so.

2. Loose Bonnet
A poorly latched bonnet may be lifted by the force of the wind
when travelling at high speed. Your view ahead will be obstructed.
However, should this happen:

a. Keep calm, |

b. Slow down by braking
smoothly and gradually,

¢. Stop at the side of the road
o ciose and secure the
bonnet,

Diagram 4-131
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3. Stuck Accelerator Pedal

A stuck accelerator 15 rare and i5 often caused by an obstruction
on the floor of the driver's seat such as mud or an object wadged
against the padal. It may also be causad by a mechanicai problem.

Should the accelerator get stuck:

a. Use the toe of your shoa to lift up
the accelerator, but do not look
at the accelerator - keep your
attention on the road.

b. I it is still stuck, um on your
hazard lights and bnng wour
vehicle safely to the side of the
road.

Diagram 4-132

c. Stop the vehicle; tum off the engine and check under the
accelerator. If there is nothing visible under the acceleralor,
seek help.

4. Shattered Windscreen

Windscreens shatter due 1o being hit by stones or other hard
objects/debris flung from the wheels of other maoving vehicles and
from unsecured or improperly coverad objects falling from trucks/
lorras. Don'l follow closely behind trucks carrying granite stones,
gravel and debris, Whean travelling on stony roads, maintain a longer
following distance. Should your windscreen shattar

a, Stay calm.

b, Switch on your hazard
ligts,

e Slow down and move 1o
the side of the road.

d. Whilst at the =side of the
raad, remove the shatiered
and broken bits of glass.

Diagram 4133

I

a

b

a.

Engine overhealing can be caused by a
leak in the radiator, a snapped fan falt or a
faulty radiator water pump, The symptoms
of this are a very fast idling speed and the
temperature gauge needle moving into the
red danger section. When this occurs;

2,

Use gloves or a plece of cloth 1o remove the glass pieces. Do
not use your bare hands

Make vour way slowly to a windscrean installer,

5. Engine Overheating

Turn on your hazard lights.

Diagram 4-14

Slow down and stop at the side of the road.
Switch off the angine.

Wait for the engine to cool down. Place a cloth or rag over the
radiator cap and open it. Do not open the radiator cap whan thea
anging is hot. The sleam in the radiator will scald you. Fill it up
with water or coolant if it is empty or il the lavel is low.

Diagram 4-135

Diagram 4-136

If the water or coolant is full, then the problem may be the water
pump, Seek help from a workshop.
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6. Fire

The sight and smell of smoke from under the bonnet or in the
passenger compartment is a sign of a fire. Thiz can be cause_d
by short circuit in the electrical system of the vehicle. Should this
happen:

a. Immediately stop your vehicle |
at the side of the road and

switch off the engine.

b. Get all your passengers out of
the vehicle.

c. Move them as far away as
possible from the vehicle.

Diagsam 4-137

d. If you have a fire extinguisher, |
use it to put out the fire, Never
use water to fight a car fire

e. Domt attempt to fight an
uncontroliable fire.  Call the
Fira Brigade (Tel: 985) and
maove away from the buming
vehicle.

Diagram 4-138

7. Tyre Blow-out

a. A blow-oul is a sudden loss of air-pressure in a tyre. It can
occur when hitting a deep pothole or a sharp object on the road
(eq. nail or screw).

b. When a tyre blows, your natural instinct will be to slam on the
brakes. Howewver this can cause you o completely lose control
of your vehicle. Instead, hold on tightly to the steering wheel,
which may start to vibrate, If a front tyre blows, the vehicle will
pull in the direction of the blow-out and the steering will vibrate.
Steer away from the direction of the blow-out to regain control
of your vehicle.

t. If a rear tyre blows, the back of the car will weave from sida to

side like a skid, To regain control, steer in the direction of the
shkid.

¢ Brake slowly and gradually and when the way is clear, slop at
Ihe: side of the road. Never change a tyre in the middle of 3 road
or an exprassway. As far as possible get someone lo wave a
lag or bright cloth to alert other motonsts.

e Tochange the tyre, lake out the spare tyre first and have It ready.
Loosen the wheel bolls just a litthe so that they can be remaved
easily Then jack the car up and remove the bolis completely.
Replace the tyre and Inser the bolis, tightening withoul using
axcessive force. Jack down and fighten further betore driving off,

Loosa Whesl

Alatse wheel may cause your vehicle o veer from side to side and
My also generale excessive noise. You will have difficulty steering
your vehicle  In such circumstances:

a  Slow down, give the appropriale signal and stop at the side of
the road whare il s safe.

b Turm on your hazard lights and place the vehicle breakdown
Inangle sign 20 metres behind the rear of your vehicle,

t. Tighten 1he loose wheel and proceed to your intended
dastinanon

Foot-braka Fallure

8. Brakes do nol just e, Most vehicles have power assisted
braking systams.  Engine failure or interruption of tha flow of
Brake flusd can cause the power-assist to fail. The brakes still
wiork Bl you have 1o apply much mora pressurs,

b. Brakes can also “go-oul” if 1he brake pads become totally wom
aul. However, il takes ime for pads to wear out and you will
notice a gradual reduction in 1he effectivenass of your vehicle
brakes balore they ieach his point.
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¢ Should you encounter a brake failure:

I} Switch on your hazard lights and steer safely 1o the side of
the road.

i) Apply the handbrake,

i) Change down o a lower gear (2nd gear) and release the
clutch to perform engine-braking

iv) Tum off the engine

v} Seek help from a workshop.

(i) (i) (i} {iv) _
Diagram 4-139 :

1. Accidents

a. Iraffic accidents ocour due to the following:
1} Road users.
i) The emvironmaeant
it} The vehicle.

Of the three, road users are responsible for almost 70% of all
accidents. This is duse to

i) Poor judgement.
i) Careless driving.

b. From the initial stages of leaming, make & a habil of driving
carefully and attentively. Each time you drive, make an effort o
improve your judgement of speed and distance,

— 162}
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c. You should stop when invelved in an acsident, regardlass of
whether there is injury or not. Turn on your hazard lights to alert
other road users.

d. Should you be invalved in an accldent wherne thera is injury:

iy Seek the help of passers-by 1o alert other road users of the
danger and possible obstruction.

i) Contact the police and call for an ambulance.
iti1 Do not remove or move your vahicla without the authorsation
of a police officar, unless:
« The injured has to be brought to the hospital,
You have o rescue a trapped person.
« To prevent a fire.
» Reduce serious traffic hazards caused by the accident
i) If you have a camera, take photos of the accident scene.
v) Inform your insurance company.
e, Il you are involved in an accident where thera is no injury:
i} Gaet all the drivers involved o move theair vehiclas safely 1o
the side of the road or they will become hazards o other

road users.

i} The involved parties should Iry o settle the matter belwean
themselves.

i} If unable to resolve, then all parties should fill up 1he
Singapore Accident Statemeant and sign on it.

iv) Submit the statement fo the IDAC within 24 hours il youl
insurer is a member of IDAC, otherwise inform your
INSurer

v) There is no necessity to make a police repor
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